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34h Another Scoring Explosion 

The Black Shirts have been downright offensive 
in 1996 to become the highest-scoring defense 
under Tom Osborne. 
By Mike Babcock 
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The kings of their old conferences ( 


Texas) will square off in search of the 
-thall crown, 


53 Best Of The Best: 
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In the final installment of our series, defense is 
avor with Ni nith, Travis Hill and current 
<douts Jared Tomich and Grant Wistrom making 

the list 


the 
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WESBERRESaLe 


If Nebraska makes the Big 12 Championship 
Game, we will mail an issue following the 
Colorado game on December | 

Should the Huskers miss out, your next issue 
will be mailed December 15 and will preview 
the bowl gome 


lume 16, No. 17 


obi ay intensity and fre- 


Your preview of the Missouri 
game, especially the articles by 

Johnny Rodgers and Adrian Fiala, 
accurately portrayed the feverish 


quent bitter nature 
of the 
Husker/Tiger rival- 
ry when I was in 
school at Nebraska 
(1964-68) and for 
many years after- 
wards. 
T recall the build- 
up before the 1971 
game being correct- 
ly articulated by 
Lyell Bremser. As 
's were concluding their 
non-conference schedule with a 4-0 
record, he warned listeners that the 
tough part of the season was just 
beginning since the team next week 


“will be with the evil people in 
Columbia, Missouri.” 

True, the rivalry today is nothing 
like what it used to be, but with still 
vivid memories of those tough 
Missouri games in the 1960s, 1970s 
and early 80s, beating them 18 years 
in a row is most enjoyable. 

Harry Argue 
hlargue@mailbag.com 


Aarian Fiala’s article on Iowa 
State “Battling Cyclones And Mother 
Nature (Nov. 16)” hit home with me. 
I've sat in Ames on plenty of occa- 
sions and it can get downright mis- 
erable in November. 

I don’t know why it is. Maybe 
Mother Nature just isn’t a Cyclone 
fan. If she is, she better bring a cou- 
ple of extra blankets. Or at least 
some warm coffee like Adrian gave 
to coach Bob Devaney. What was 
really in that thermos anyway? 

Carny Thompson 
Omaha, Neb. 


Please send your comments and questions to 
Letters, P.O. Box 83222, lincoln, Neb, 68501 
Or fax them to us at (972) 851-1720. We reserve 
the right to edit the letters for clarity, content and 
length. 

For those with electronic mail abilities 
huskersedit@xcscx.com. 
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There were a lot of things to do and 
see during the four years that my fami- 
ly was stationed in England 
(Lakenheath AFB to be exact). And 
believe me, the Griswalds couldn't hold 
a candle to he amount of sightseeing, 
food tasting and culture experiences 
that my parents “exposed” us to. If we 
weren't making brass rubbings or tak- 
ing in a play at Stratford-upon-Avon, 
we were outside of Buckingham Palace 
trying to make the royal guards smile. 

But the one thing I could never bring 
myself to do was attend a soccer game. 

While this may not sound like a big 
deal to Americans, it's blasphemy to the 
English. Just try telling someone in 
Wisconsin that you're not interested in 
the Packers and check out the looks and 
finger salutes you get. It wasn’t like the 
talent level was poor. From what I 
remember Manchester United and 
Ipswich were the equivalent of the 
49ers and Cowboys. Sometimes it was 
even as violent. Of course that action 
takes place in the stands. 

I've just never been able to see the 
excitement in the game. 

Until now. 

I, like many people, got caught up in 
the Nebraska soccer team this year. 
That's not to say that I’ve seen the light 
after 28 years and replaced all my Nike 
workout clothes with fancy silk num- 
bers sporting Umbro logos. I still don’t 
care for the sport itself. 

But you can’t help being impressed 
with what John Walker’s squad was 
able to do in only its third year of exis- 
tence. The Huskers playing with only 
one senior (Kim Ratliff) marched 
unblemished through 21 games includ- 
ing a Big 12 Tournament title with a 1-0 
overtime victory against Texas A&M, 

Goalkeeper Becky Hornbacher, who 
hadn’t played a minute for the Huskers 

rior to the season, earned All-Big 12 

onors after recording 13 shutouts and 
had a 0.45 goals against average. Six 
other Husker players, including Kari 
Uppinghouse, also made the list. 

The Huskers, which outscored oppo- 
nents 86 to 12, were as dominating a 
soccer team as there was in the country 
based on record. 

Although some will say the 
Huskers’ schedule was somewhat soft, 
the bottom line is they never lost a 
game. Even powerhouse programs in 
other sports slip up once in a while 
against the cream puffs. Walker's squad 
never did, something none of the other 
teams in the 32-squad NCAA National 
Championship tournament field can 
say. 
And that’s impressive enough for 
even non-soccer aficionados to take 


notice and respect. 
Ole b— 


Chris Greer, Editor 
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hen Ahman Green 
talks, you have to lis- 
ten carefully. 
Nebraska’s sopho- 
more I-back is so soft- 
spoken, he often 
seems to be talking in 
a whisper, which is 
how it was after he rushed for a 
career-high 214 yards in the 
Cornhuskers’ 49-14 victory against 
Towa State last Saturday. 

Green also is not one to brag on 
himself, something he had ample 
opportunity to do during a post- 
game news conference. More than 
once, he was asked to compare him- 
self to the Cyclones’ tailback extraor- 
dinaire Troy Davis. And more than 
once, he adroitly sidestepped the 
question. 

“Tt wasn’t me against Troy,” he 
said.” was just thinking about win- 
ning the game.” 

One reporter persisted, but to no 
avail. “I’m not a big guy to talk 
about myself,” Green said. 

Others, however, offered opin- 
ions. Nebraska defensive coordina- 
tor Charlie McBride put Green in the 
same category as Davis and Texas 
Tech’s Byron Hanspard, who went 
over 2,000 rushing yards for the sea- 
son on Saturday. “He’s got power, 
speed ... that kid is strong,” 
McBride said of Green. 

“Hey, I’m not taking anything 
away from any of those guys...” 
But? 

Cornhusker quarterback Scott 
Frost, whose option pitches to Green 
seemed to be timed better than 
they've ever been, said Green was 
“twice as aggressive” on Saturday. 
He's been slowed by injuries this 
season, and “having any kind of 
injury doesn’t just slow you down. It 
works on you mentally.” 

With a rain-soaked field, Green 
was forced to find many of his yards 
inside. More than once, he took the 
handoff from Frost, and disappeared 
in a mass of re eyed Cyclones, 
only to emerge an instant later 5 
yards up the field. “I thought 
Ahman played pretty well. He ran 
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Down, But Not Out 


With his turf toe injury healing, Anman Green has shown Missouri, 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


hard,” said Nebraska coach Tom 
Osborne. “The last two weeks, he’s 
been playing like he had been. He's 
coming around.” 

Green opened with a 15-carry, 71- 
yard performance against Michigan 
State. He followed with 87 yards on 
20 carries against Arizona State, then 
ran for 163 yards on 22 carries 
against Colorado State. 

Three games into the season, he 
had 321 yards rushing. Then, he suf- 
fered a turf toe injury, after carrying 
14 times for 66 yards (and his third 
touchdown of the season) against 
Kansas State. 

He missed the Baylor game 
because of the injury, then returned 
to carry 19 times for 76 yards at 
Texas Tech. He got only 12 carries 
against Kansas, for 65 yards and a 
touchdown, before what, statistically 
at least, was the low point of his col- 


' Giseh said he earned his 
scholarship against ISU, carrying 
the ball 29 times. 


Iowa State why he'll be among the early Heisman candidates next year 


lege career: 5 yards net on nine car- 
ries at Oklahoma. 

Green might have been down 
because of the injury. But he wasn’t 
out. With the toe healing, he fa: 
ioned 161 yards on only 12 carrie 
the Missouri game and showed the 
breakaway ability that had been a 
trademark during his freshman sea- 
son, in which he rushed for 1,086 
yards. 

He had runs of 56 yards, for a 
touchdown, and 70 yards against the 
Tigers. 

In the two weeks to which 
Osborne referred, Green had a com- 
bined 375 yards, to bring his season 
total to 908 yards. If he continues to 
run as he has, he could give 
Nebraska a 1,000-yard rusher for the 
17th time 20 seasons. The only sea- 
sons during that time in which the 
Cornhuskers haven't had a 1,000- 
yard rusher were 1990 (Leodis 
Flowers 940), 1986 (Keith Jones 830) 
and 1978 (Isaiah Hipp 936). 


Green will have at least one and 
possibly two games to reach 1,000. If 
Nebraska advances to the Big 12 
playoff game in St. Louis on Dec. 7, 
those statistics would count in his 
regular-season total. 

Green carried 29 times against 
Iowa State. “I think that was the 
most carries I’ve ever had (at any 
level of competition),” he said. “I 
earned my scholarship today. I 
didn’t think I could do it.” 

His previous high at Nebraska 
was 22 carries against Colorado 
State. 

Green got by with a little help 
from his friends .. . or a lot of help, if 
he is to be believed. He credited the 
blocking of the offensive line and 
fullbacks Brian Schuster and Joel 
Makovicka for his success against 
the Cyclones. “It was fun,” Green 
said. “I had a lot of guys behind 
me.” 

And, if you want to be more liter- 
al about it, in front of him. 

Osborne said the wet natural 
grass surface posed something of a 
problem for Nebraska’s option 
offense. But Green didn’t consider 
the unsure footing a serious hin- 
drance. 

Because of the wet turf, “you had 
to run flat-footed,” he said. 

“I didn’t slip a lot. God blessed 
me with flat feet.” 

His impaired vision was more of 
a problem than the wet grass, said 
Green, who wore a patch over the 
stitches above his left eye — the 
result of a minor automobile acci- 
dent on icy Interstate 80 the previous 
week. Because of the patch, the left 
eye was “about halfway open.” 

Green didn’t exactly look like the 
Oakland Raider because of the 
patch. But he must have looked pret- 
ty intimidating to Iowa State’s belea- 
guered defense, which allowed 
Nebraska 388 yards rushing. 

If Green continues his strong fin- 
ish, he could position himself as a 
Heisman Trophy candidate for next 
season. Such awards, after all, usual- 
ly require a running start. But Green 
dismissed such talk. 

“That's not up to me,” he said. 
“That's up to the voters. I’m just 
doing it for my team.” 

The rest of the Cornhuskers cer- 
tainly have confidence in him. 
Before Saturday’s game, “a lot of my 
teammates tried to pep me up,” 
Green said. “They told me: ‘You're 
the best back in the Big 12.’” 

Based on his performance against 
the Cyclones, that wasn’t without 
justification. ll 
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he numbers on the “TD YARD-O-METER,” 

attached to the upper deck facade of the east 

stands at ISU Stadium/Jack Trice Field, 
advanced slowly last Saturday. 

The homemade, hand-operated “TD YARD- 

O-METER” was next to a banner that said: 

“Troy For Heisman.” Troy, of course, is lowa 

State tailback Troy Davis, the “TD” whose 

season's rushing yardage was kept for all to 

see on the “yard-o-meter.” At day’s end, it read 1,960, 

an increase of 138. 

Davis would have liked 40 more rushing yards, for 

an even 2,000. Prior to the game, the junior from 

Miami, Fla., told The Des 


Moines Register: “Nebraska is 
By MIKE BABCOCK one of the top teams that 
everyone wants to beat. If we 
don’t beat them and I get my 178 yards, that’s a victo- 
ry for me and the team. It would mean a lot to the 
Iowa State coaches, to the staff 
and to the fans watching me 
out there doing it.” 
GA ME The-Cyclones didn’t beat 
Nebraska. They lost 49-14. 
And Davis didn’t get 178 
rushing yards, though there 
was no disgrace in what he 
got. “Davis is a great back,” 
Cornhusker coach Tom Osborne said. “The thing I 
admire is his durability and his courage. He’s taken a 
pounding. He’s a tough guy.” 

Davis was confronted by a Nebraska defense 

ranked sixth in the nation against the run, allowing an 
average of 74 yards per game. He needed 34 carries, 
including 14 in the fourth quarter, to reach 138. With 
at least 40 yards rushing in Iowa State's final game at 
Kansas State, he would become the first player in 
NCAA-Division I-A history to rush for 2,000 or more 
yards in consecutive seasons. 
“Davis would be the first to rush for 2,000 yards 
twice, consecutive or not. With Saturday’s total, he 
passed USC’s Marcus Allen for the most rushing 
yards in consecutive seasons: 3,970. 

Davis's pursuit of a place in ball-carrying history 
was little more than a subplot to fifth-ranked 
Nebraska’s ninth victory of the 
season, though. In fact, he was Rushing for a 
only the second-most productive career-high 217 
running back in the game. yards, Ahman 
Cornhusker sophomore Ahman Green, not Davis, 
Green looked more like a looked like the 
Heisman Trophy candidate, run- Heisman candidate. 


10 NOVEMBER 29, 1996 


lowa State gome photos by Jon Waller 


SOOT VAIG 


am 


Celebrate Nebraska's Back-to-Back 
National Championships every day of 
the year with this SPECIA 
UNDEFEATED SEASONS AND 
BACK-TO-BACK NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS EDITION 
1997 CORNHUSKERS FOOTBALL 
LEGACY CALENDAR 


Each calendar contains 16 large (11x14) 
color or black & white Frameable Huskers 
Prints, each containing a captivating story 
of events from Nebraska's undefeated sea- 

sons including the Back-to-Back 1970-1971 
and 1994-1995 Championships. 


This special BACK-TO-BACK 
CHAMPIONSHIP EDITION 1997 
HUSKERS’ LEGACY CALENDAR is the 
third in an annual Collector's Series making 
it the PERFECT GIFT for the Huskers fan. 
To obtain this Special Edition 1997 
Comhuskers Legacy Calendar call 
1-800-606-8114 to locate your closest 
Nebraska retailer selling the 1997 Legacy 
calendar or if out of the Nebraska marketing 
area call toll free 1-800-606-8114 to order 
by phone. Or send $13.95 + $4.00 S&H to: 


WINNING INTERSPORTS NOSTALGIA 
P.O. BOX 2683 
KEARNEY, NE 68848 


NE residents odd $.87 and VA residents 
odd $.78 soles tax per calendar 


a | 
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ning for a career-high 217 yards and 
one touchdown on 29 carries. 

However, as the earlier comment 
from Davis underscores, it became 
such a significant subplot that the 
Cornhusker defense had no choice 
but to respond to, and then address, 
the challenge. 

Nebraska’s concern was winning, 
without too much regard for how 
that was accomplished. As for deal- 
ing with Davis, “we didn’t have any 
set goal,” Osborne said. “One thing 
we did talk about was not letting 
him make a big play . . . a guy carries 
the ball that many times, some- 
thing’s going to happen.” 

Davis had 83 yards on 20 carries 
after three quarters, about the time 
the Cornhuskers’ back-up defenders 
took over for good. “We were happy 
with what we did,” said Nebraska 
defensive tackle Jason Peter, who 
was credited with nine tackles. “It 
was a big game for us no matter 
what,” 

It was a big game in that the 
Cornhuskers couldn't afford to look 
ahead to a Nov. 29 game against 
Colorado for the Big 12 North 
Division title and a place in the Dec. 
7 conference playoff. “A lot of peo- 
ple wanted us to think about 
Colorado,” Peter said. “But we 
stayed focused on Iowa State.” 

That was apparent from the 
beginning. Nebraska scored on its 
first three possessions, all in the first 
quarter, to take a 20-0 lead and elim- 
inate any thoughts the Cyclones 
might have had about repeating 
their upset of Nebraska in 1992. Two 
full pages in the “Tradition” section 
of the Iowa State media guide were 
devoted to an account of that game. 
The Cyclones’ four bow! games each 
got one page. 

From the second quarter on, it 
was little more than a game in search 
of a final score . .. and (bear with me 
on this) an answer to the question of 
whether Davis would rush for 178 
yards and reach 2,000 against the 
Black Shirts. “We just wanted to 
limit him,” said Cornhusker middle 
linebacker Jon Hesse, whose recov- 
ery of a Davis fumble at the Iowa 
State 39-yard line set up the first 
touchdown. 

“We didn’t want him to gash us 
too much. We wanted to make him 
earn everything he got.” 

Nebraska did, coming at Davis in 
waves, like the bursts of rain, driven 
by a strong south wind, that made 
the game something of an adventure 
and left an audience of 47,850 
soaked to the bone. The Ames area 


With the passing game 
hampered by the wet conditions, 
Scott Frost and Nebraska were 
content tops up yards and 
scores on the ground. 


received about an inch of rain dur- 
ing a 24-hour period that included 
the game. 

“The thing I didn’t want to do 
was play a game where the elements 
took you out of what you can do (on 
offense),” Osborne said, adding that 
inclement weather can be “a great 
equalizer. Option football is a lot 
harder. It’s a different ballgame on 
grass, particularly wet grass. It's 
slower. | like artificial turf.” 

The Cornhuskers’ passing game 
was hampered, as the game went on, 
by the wet conditions, according to 
Osborne. “The ball was so wet, it 
was like throwing a shot put,” he 
said. 

The situation was aggravated by 
the fact that Nebraska turned in just 
six footballs to the officials before the 
game. Those six were the only ones 
the Cornhuskers could use. “I didn’t 
realize we hadn’t turned in more 
than we had,” said Osborne. “So we 
were playing with pretty heavy foot- 
balls.” 

Quarterback Scott Frost complet- 
ed 8-of-17 passes for 103 yards and 
two touchdowns. By the second half, 


the footballs “had a layer of mud on 
them. That made it (passing) really 
tough,” Frost said. 

By then, it was too late for lowa 
State, however. Nebraska’s first two 
touchdowns came on passes from 
F:ost to tight end Vershan Jackson. 
Frost and Jackson would have 
teamed up for a third, but the wet 
ball slipped from Frost’s hand, and 
Jackson, who was alone in the corner 
of the south end zone, slipped and 
fell as the ball sailed over him, 
untouched. “Any other day, that 
would be a touchdown,” said Frost. 

“I’m just grateful for the ones I 
did catch,” Jackson said. They were 
good for 6 and 35 yards. 

The touchdown passes were set 
up by the running of Green, who 
carried on the Cornhuskers’ first six 
plays from scrimmage, and 11 times 
for 77 yards during the first quarter, 
to set a hectic pace that Davis 
couldn’t quite match. And lowa 
State’s defense, which ranked 106th 
(out of 111) in Division I-A against 
the run and 110th overall, couldn’t 
handle Green, who had nine runs of 
10 or more yards. 

Green’s touchdown came on a 4- 
yard run early in the third quarter, 
to finish a 12-play, 80-yard drive. 
The Cornhuskers also had 80-yard 
touchdown drives of 11 and 17 
plays, both capped by Frost. 


Nebraska’s defense didn’t score 
any points, which was a bit unusual. 
But it did produce three turnovers, 
including Hesse’s fumble recovery 
and interceptions by Jamel Williams 
and Ralph Brown. 

Despite liberal substitutions in the 
second half, the Cornhusker defense 
limited Iowa State to 238 yards. 
“They definitely could move the ball 
on offense,” defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride said. “To hold those 
guys to 14 points is good. I do think 
they have one of the better offenses 
we've faced.” 

Davis was a big reason, but so 
was quarterback Todd Doxzon, 
according to McBride, who 
described the senior from Omaha as 
“a better scrambler than the kid 
(Jake Plummer) from Arizona State.” 

Doxzon, who was sacked by 
Farley and Hesse for 26 yards in 
losses, threw a 22-yard touchdown 
pass to Ed Williams with 8:21 
remaining in the third quarter to get 
the Cyclones on the scoreboard. 

“All we wanted was to score 
against Nebraska,” said an enthusi- 
astic Iowa State fan who braved the 
elements to the bitter end in hopes of 
seeing Davis break a long run to 
reach 178 rushing yards. 

That didn’t happen. “There was 
nothing real remarkable about the 
game,” said Osborne. 


~} 


Afterward, Frost and Doxzon 
spoke briefly before heading to their 
respective locker rooms. The two 
were teammates in the Nebraska 
Shrine Bowl All-Star Game in the 
summer following their senior years 
in high school, Frost at Wood River 
and Doxzon at Millard North. “I 
know Todd relatively well,” Frost 
said. “I wished him luck against 
Kansas State, and he wished us luck 
(against Colorado).” 

It’s better to be good than lucky, 
however. And right now, Nebraska 
is looking good. 

“1 think we're playing well,” said 
Osborne. “I didn’t like the Arizona 
State game, on either side of the ball, 
and I didn’t like the Texas Tech 
game, offensively. Otherwise, I like 
our chances.” 

So does Iowa State freshman 
Darren Davis, Troy’s younger broth- 
er. If Nebraska plays the way it did 
in the wind and rain last Saturday 
afternoon, it will win, he told a 
Lincoln newspaper reporter. 

The Cornhuskers have a week off 
now to get ready for Colorado’s 
visit. 

“We have a lot of people with 
minor injuries. We need this break,” 
Jackson said. 

Osborne agreed. “I’m glad to get 
out of here with a win, reasonably 
healthy,” he said. 
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By Mark Derowitsch 


00 bad Bill McCartney won't 
be on the sideline when 
Colorado takes on Nebraska. 
After all, it was always 
McCartney's wish to see the 
Cornhuskers treat the con- 
test like a full-fledged rival- 
ry. 

Mecareney; who took over the 
Colorado program in 1982 and led 
the Buffaloes to a national champi- 
onship in 1990, set his sights on 
Nebraska from the first day he 
began to turn CU around. 

While the Huskers played a num- 
ber of important games against 


Colorado Sports Information 


Colorado, the Buffaloes still couldn’t 
replace Oklahoma as Nebraska’s 
main rival. 

Enter the Big 12. 

With the formation of the league 
(which combined the old Big Eight 
with Texas, Texas A&M, Texas Tech 
and Baylor of the old Southwest 
Conference), Nebraska doesn’t play 
the Sooners every year anymore. 
And the makers of the league sched- 
ule moved the Nebraska-Colorado 
contest to Thanksgiving weekend, 
the time usually set aside for the 
Huskers’ annual meeting with 
Oklahoma. 

Unfortunately, the new confer- 


ence was formed two years 
too late. 

McCartney — suddenly 
retired as Colorado’s head 
coach. Now, second-year 
coach Rick Neuheisel will get 
to see McCartney’s dream 
come true on Nov, 29, when 
the two teams battle at 
Memorial Stadium in Lincoln 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. (CST). 

While Nebraska coach Tom 
Osborne has not gotten a case 
of Buffalo fever yet, he said he 
the importance of the 
“We know Colorado- 
Kansas State is going to be a 
big game,” Osborne said. 
“We feel Nebraska-Colorado 
will be a very, very big 
game.” 

In his first year at 
Colorado, Neuheisel down- 
played the rivalry with 
Nebraska, which was a good 


thing, considering the 


Colorado head coach Rick Neuheisel has Huskers trounced the 
downplayed the importance of this game. Buffaloes, 44-21, in Boulder, 
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¢ Mike Babcock, Huskers 


| Illustrated 


Whatever one might think 
about Colorado, it has out- 
standing athletes, which, in 
itself, is reason for concern. 
The Buffaloes have shown a 
tendency to self-destruct, how- 
ever. That tendency will be 
aggravated by Nebraska's 
aggressive defense, which 
could be a source of consider- 


| able consternation to 


Colorado quarterback Ko 
Detmer. The Buffaloes’ only 
hope probably would some- 
how be to get ahead early 
and make Nebraska play 
from behind — and even that 
might not work. 

Nebraska 31, 

Colorado 17. 


° Todd Henrichs, Grand 
Island (Neb.) 
Independent 

In recent years, Colorado 
has looked great against 
everyone BUT Nebraska. 
Cornhusker fans should be 
worried this year because the 
Buffs haven't overpowered 
other foes. Are they saving up 
for the Huskers? 
Nebraska 28, 
Colorado 21. 


¢ Kyle Svec, Hastings 
Tribune 

This is the game everybody 
has been waiting for ... or so 
it seems. Colorado's defense 
will slow the Huskers’ offense. 
But expect the Black Shirts to 
again be the highlight. 
Nebraska 28, 
Colorado 10. 


° Scott Franzke, Prime 
Sports 

Same story here. Big 12 
North is really the old Big 
Eight. Nebraska beats every- 
one. Colorado beats everyone 
until they foley Nebraska. 
Nebraska 35, 


Colorado 21. 


Colorado Spors Information 
Colorado quarterback 
Koy Detmer has experienced 
success in the Buffaloes’ three 
wide receiver offense. 


Colo. Neuheisel hasn't said much 
about the game this season, either. 

One thing is certain: the Buffaloes 
enter the contest with much more 
firepower than they had last season, 
In part, that’s because of quarter- 
back Koy Detmer. 

Detmer, who sat out most of last 
season because of a knee injury, is 
putting up Heisman-like numbers 
as a senior. He has completed 196-of- 
-325 passes (60.3 percent) for 2,928 
yards and 22 touchdowns through 
ten games. As a starter, Detmer is 13- 


NEBRAGKOISM O10) 


2-1 in his first 16 games, but 
‘| one is a 52-7 loss to Nebraska 
as a freshman in 1992. 

But Detmer has improved 
since then, and his numbers 
prove it. He is second on the 


CU all-time list for passing 
yards (5,162), first in touch- 
down passes (40) and third in 
total offense (5,133 yards). 
Detmer credits his success to 


working with Neuheisel, 
who was the Colorado quar- 
terbacks coach before he took 
over the 
McCartney. 

Detmer isn’t the only rea- 

son why Colorado has such a 
tough passing attack. The 
Buffaloes may have the best 
group of receivers in the 
country. 
Wide receiver Rae Carruth 
is the Buffaloes’ top threat. In 
his ten games, Carruth made 
52 receptions for 1,069 yards 
and eight touchdowns. 

Receivers Phil Savoy and Chris 
Anderson also start in Colorado's 
three-receiver attack. Savoy has 42 
receptions for 617 yards and three 
touchdowns, and Anderson has two 
scores. 

James Kidd, who underwent 
arthroscopic knee surgery on Oct. 
27, likely will return in time to play 
Nebraska. He has 19 receptions for 
276 yards and two touchdowns. 

Colorado's tight ends also get into 
the act. Tennyson McCarty and 
Brody Heffner, who have filled in 
for the injured Matt Lepsis, have 
combined for 26 catches and two 
scores. 


program for 


“T've been pleased with the tight 
ends all season, especially the patch- 
work job they’ve had to do,” 
Neuheisel said. 

Colorado’s line has given up 15 
sacks this season, but its play is get- 
ting better. 

Adam Reed starts at center, 
Andrew Welsh and Melvin Thomas 
at tackle Kyle Smith and Chris 
Naeole at guard. 

“It improved a great deal,” 
Neuheisel said of CU’s pass protec- 
tion. 

The Buffaloes’ running game is 
led by Herchell Troutman and 
Lendon Henry, who have split time 
at tailback this year. 

When Colorado goes to a two- 
back set, Darren Fisk lines up at full- 
back. 

The only way Colorado can slow 
Nebraska’s offense is by keeping the 
Huskers’ ground game in check. 
That shouldn't be a problem, consid- 
ering Colorado is giving up an aver- 
age of 126.1 yards per game on the 
ground. 

Up front, defensive end Greg 
Jones is CU's top player. Jones has 
70 tackles and six sack: 

The Buffaloes have a strong corps 
of linebackers, led by senior Matt 
Russell. Russell had 18 tackles 
against Missouri. 

Free safety Steve Rosga is the 
player in the Colorado defense that 
teams try to stay away from. He has 
110 tackles, third on the team. 

Colorado's starting cornerbacks 
— Dalton Simmons and Marcus 
Washington — are quick and talent- 
ed. Ryan Black starts at strong safe- 
ty. = 


RADON WORD EES: 


HUSKER OFFENSE BUFFALO DEFENSE BUFFALO OFFENSE HUSKER DEFENSE 
SE 5 Brondan Holbein 5-9 190 Sr Greg Jones 6-4 245 Sr WR 80 Phil Savoy 63.195 Jared Tomich 6-2. 260 Sr 
“6 Kenny Cheatham 6-4 210 So Frod Jones 6-3 245 Fr 18 Chris Anderson 6-4 220 Travis Toline 63-235 So 
LT 77 Adam Treu 66 300 Sr Ryan Oison 62 275 Jt LT 74 Andrew Welsh 6:6 285 Jett Ogard 6-6 300 Sr 
73 Fred Pollack 6-4. 305 Jr Sean Jarmo 66 275 Fr 72 Shane Cook 6-7 290 Jason Wiltz 6-3 295 So 
LG 75 Chris Dishman 63.310 Sr Viliami Maumau 6:2 300 Jr LG _S2_ Kyle Smith 66 290 Jason Peter 6-4. 285 Jr 
63 James Sherman 6-2 900 Fr Aaron Marshall 6-4 265 So 63 Corey Kish 6-4 280 Scott Saltsman 6-2. 270 Sr 
© 67 Aaron Taylor 6-1 305 Jr Nick Ziegler 65 240 So C 53 Adam Reed 62 290 Grant Wistrom 65. 250 Jr 
59 JoshHeskew 6-3. 280 Jr TorrolCade 6-4 235 So 51 Keis Soden 6-4 285 Mike Rucker «6-6 250 So 
RG 64 JonZatechka 6-2 290 Jr Mike Philips «64-210 Jr RG 65 ChrisNaeoie §=— 6-4 310 Jamel Williams 6-2 205 Sr 
62 MattHoskinson 6-1 280 Jr Hannibal Navies 6-3 235 So 75 AaronWade 6-7 290 Brian Shaw 6-0 215 Fr 
RT 70 EricAnderson 6-4 300 Jr Matt Russell «6-2: 245 Sr AT 78 Melvin Thomas 6:3. 305, Jon Hesse 6-4 250 Sr 
78 Kory Mikos 65 295 Sr Allen Wilbon «6-0-2830 Sr 79 Matt Jones 65 305 Jay Foreman 6-1 225 So 
TE ‘90 TimCarpenter 6-3 250 Jr Ron Morkerson 6-3. 250 Jr TE 41. Tennyson McCarty 6-3 245 Terrell Farley 6-1. 205 Sr 
or 34 Vershan Jackson 6-0 234 Jr Brandon Southward6-4 230 So 86 Brody Hettner 6-5 230 Ryan Terwilliger 6:5 225 Sr 
QB °7 Scott Frost 63 215 Jr Marcus Washington6-2 210 So QB 14 KoyDetmer 6-1 185 Michael Booker 6:2. 205 Sr 
11° Matt Turman 5-11 185. Sr Toray Elton Davis 5-9 185 Jr 7 JohnHessler 6-2 200 Mike Fulman 5-7 170 St 
FB 28 Brian Schuster 5-11.225 Sr Ryan Black 5-10190 Jr TB 5 Herchell Troutman 5:7 190 Eric Stokes, 5-11 185 Sr 
45, Joel Makovicka 5-11 230 So RashidiBames 6-0 185 Fr 98 Lendon Henry 6-0. 210, Eric Warfiold 6-1 195 Jr 
1B 30 AhmanGreen 6-0 210 So } Steve Rosga 6-1. 210 Sr WR 2 Jamos Kidd 5-8 160 Mike Mintor 5-10 190 Sr 
21 Damon Benning 5-11 210 Sr Ryan Sutter 62 195 Je 18 Chris Anderson 6-4 220 Octavious McFatlin5-11 195. Jr 
WB 25 Jon Vedral 5-11 205 Sr Dalton Simmons 6-0 190 Sr WR 21 RacCamith — 5-11 190 Ralph Brown 5-11 180 Fr 
14 Lance Brown 5-11 190 So Damen Wheeler 5-10 165 Fr 6 DarinChiaverini 6-2 195 Jerome Peterson 5-7 185 Fr 
PK 35. Kris Brown 510200 So: P 28 AndyMitchell 6-3 190 Jr PK 12 JasonLesiey 5-8 165, Jesse Kosch 6-0. 185 Jr 


Depth charts were compiled Nov. 17, 1996 and may change before game time. 


# = duplicate number 


injured, but probable tor game 
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Nebraska vs. Colorado 


This game may never go down in Big 12 lore as the Game of the Century, or even Game of the Year. J 


Settle for the game of the week. In the end, Nebraska’s experience should win out and defeat the hungry 
Buffaloes. Playing the game in Lincoln sure helps, too. 
Advantage: Nebraska 


Nebraska's running game vs. Colorado's defensive front 
Yes, Nebraska doesn’t have a Heisman Trophy candidate at I-back this year. And yes, because of 


U injuries it’s been a position by committee this year. But that doesn’t mean the Huskers can’t line it up and 


[i 1,069 yards in 10 games this fall to lead all CU receivers. Phil Savoy recorded 41 catches, while Chris 


Se 


Jason PETER 


Kris BROWN 
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run right at Colorado this season. 
The trio of Ahman Green, DeAngelo Evans and Damon Benning are all capable backs who can 
break off a long run without warning. Green has been the starter much of the season, Benning, is the most 
experienced runner in the group and Evans is probably the most explosive. When the Huskers run the 
option, Scott Frost is like an extra running back. With the quarterback leading the way, the Huskers have 
the fourth best ground game in the nation and are averaging 291.3 yards per game. 
Colorado isn’t too bad at stopping the run, though. The Buffaloes are giving up just 126.1 yards per 
‘game, 19th best in the country and third best in the conference, behind Nebraska and Texas A&& 
This could be where the game is decided. 
Advantage: Nebraska 


Nebraska's passing game vs. Colorado's secondary/pass rush 


The Huskers don’t have to throw the ball often against Colorado to be successful, but they do have to 
do it well. The last two seasons, Colorado did a decent job of limiting the Huskers on the ground, but 
Brook Berringer in 1994 and Tommie Frazier in 1995 both enjoyed good days passing to lead Nebraska to 
a pair of wins. 


Can Scott Frost do the job? Most likely. Frost has come into his own as the Huskers’ quarterback, but f 


he won't be mistaken for Frazier this year, Still, Frost through 10 games has completed 51 percent of his 
passes (83-of-162) for 1,229 yards and 13 touchdowns. With his arm, Frost can keep the CU defense hon- 
est enough to open up some holes up front. 

Frost was victimized by dropped passes earlier this season. But Nebraska's receiving crew’ of split 
end Brendan Holbein, wingback Jon Vedral and tight ends Tim Carpenter, Vershan Jackson and 
Sheldon Jackson have been improving, 

Colorado has given up 201.4 yards passing per game. Buffalo free safety Steve Rosga leads the team 
with four interceptions — one of which he returned for a touchdown, 

Advantage: Push 


Nebraska's secondary/pass rush vs. Colorado's passsing game 


The passing game is the strength of the Buffaloes, thanks mainly to quarterback Koy Detmer. In his fj 


first 10 games this fall, Detmer threw for 2,928 yards, 22 touchdowns and completed 59.7 percent of his 
passes. Detmer has talented receivers to work with, too. Wide receivers Rae Carruth has 52 catches for 


Anderson and James Kidd each contributed 19. 

But the Buffaloes do have some weaknesses. Detmer has been picked off 10 times this season and has 
been sacked another 14 times. 

The Husker defense likes to rush the passer, and defensive ends Jared Tomich and Grant Wistrom 


could have a field day against the CU offensive line. The Husker secondary has been solid all year, giv- [J 


ing up 1,252 yards and only four passing touchdowns in nine games. Safety Mike Minter leads all 
Huskers with four interceptions. Look for Detmer to go after Nebraska true freshman cor 
Broven I who i playing ikea veteran already 

Slight Advantage: Colorado 


Nebraska’ s defensive front vs. Colorado's running game 

If Colorado is to pull off an upset and come away with a victory against the two-time defending 
national champions it will have to run the ball. It won't be easy 

Herchell Troutman and Lendon Henry are the Buffaloes’ main rushing threats. Troutman leads the 
team with 738 yards on the 
carries. Henry leads the team 

Asa team, Colorado is averaging 157.4 yards rushing per game. 

Now the bad news for the Buffaloes. The Huskers are allowing only 77.5 yards on the ground per 
game, fifth best in the nation behind West Virginia, Army, Southern Mississippi and Florida State. The 
Huskers’ Jason Peter and Jeff Ogard at tackle, ends Tomich and Wistrom and a slew of talented line- 
backers have proven to be. b tough barrier for would-be ball carriers to break this season. 

Advantage: N Nebraska 

Nebraska's special teams vs. Colorado's special teams 
The Huskers have a top-notch kicker in Kris Brown and a solid punter in Jesse Kosch. Brown has 


made 9-0f-15 field-goal attempts, hit 47 point-after attempts and leads the team in scoring with 74 points. [° 


Kosch is ranked 11th nationally with his 45.2-vard per-punt average. 

Colorado has struggled with its kicking game. Place-kicker Jason Lesley is just 6-for-12 on field goal 
attempts, and is battling Jeremy Aldrich to keep his starting job. Punter Nick Pietsch and Andy Mitchell 
have combined to average only 39 yards per attempt 

The Huskers have two of the top 24 punt returners in the nation in Shevin Wiggins and Mike 
Fullman. Wiggins is averaging 13.5 yards per punt return and has taken one in for a touchdown, while 
Fullman averages 12.1 yards per return. 

Advantage: Nebraska 

Tom Osborne vs. Rick Neuheisel 

o contest. The coach of the two-time nding national champions or the Big 12 Boy Wonder, who 


went 10-2 in his first year a 
Advantage: Nebraska 


Jason LESLEY 


TOLL-FREE 1-888-562-5572 
9.A.M - 5P.M. 
MasterCard/Visa Accepted. FAX 913-562-3866 


Standard Garment Sizing - S (34-36) M (38-40) L (42-44) XL (46-48) 2X (50-52) 


custom threads, inc. Order early to ensure delivery. 


Auto, Home, Business, 
Health, and Life. 


If Only We Could Insure 
A Huskers’ Threepeat. 


American Family Insurance Agents throughout Nebraska 
salute the Comhuskers and their dedication to excellence. 


Call the agent nearest you for all of your insurance needs. 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANC e 
AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE 
American Family Insurance Group, Home Ottice ~ Madison, Wisconsin 53783 


GHAMPIONS! 


Delicious Colby Ridge Popcorn | 
In a Collectors’ Canister 


FREE Shipping to Husker Fans 


Canister Popcorn Selections 35 
Three-way (white, cheese, 

All Caramel or All Cheese 

All White 


Also available at all Lincoln locations or reall ee 
ara f° 2°90 FA ath OF 


COLBY RIDG 


POPCORN & GIFTS. 


* ‘ OM ayy | Plas 
1417“N"St, 55th & Holdrege Bs North, 3 SAD Tee a A 
48th & Pioneers 1126 South St ade Hae 13th &”Q//Nebyoské Bookstore St 


It’s a whole new ball game. 


SEASON TICKETS AND FOUR GAME PACKAGES ($18-524) STILL AVAILABLE. FOR TICKETS OR INFORMATION CALL 1-800-8 BIG RED. 


Great Gift Ideas 
From Nebraska 
Photographer 


Rick Anderson 


Relive the University of Nebraska’s 
3 year adventure with this unique 
192 page hard-bound book. Over 
250 full color photos of unforget- 
table moments. 


If you are a Husker fan and like 
pictures, this book is a “must”! 
The unique variety of photos by 
Rick and text by Bill captures the 
best of the Big Red Story of the 
two national championships. [' ‘ 
~ Nancy Osborne Book size 9"'x 12" 
This unique book is gr Makes a great gift! 
perfect for any coffee table 
at home or at the office. 


Value priced at $39.95. 
plus $5" shipping & handling 


A true collector’s item! 


THE 
BIG RED ADVENTURE 
CALENDAR! 


16 months of 
framable images from 
Nebraska’s ‘94-°95 
Back to Back National 
Championships. 
Calendar size 17"x 22" 
Only $19.95 
plus $3" shipping & handling 
Also a great gift! 
Send Check Orders to: 
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or as long as I could remem- 
ber, Colorado had great foot- 
ball teams. 

Then as now, the 
Buffaloes always 
came to play, and if 
you were to look past 
them, as we some- 
times have over the 
years, they could steal your 
thunder in a heartbeat. 

My first Nebraska- 
Colorado game was in 
1970. The Buffaloes had a 
solid nucleus returning 
from a fine 1969 team, 
making them a top challenger for the 
Big Eight title. Colorado looked 
sound in all areas, as Coach Eddie 
Crowder’s team came close to upset- 
ting us. If it hadn’t been for the Guy 
Ingles and Van Brownson show, the 
Buffaloes probably would have beat- 
enus. 

Early in the first quarter, we start- 
ed with two great catches by Ingles 
for touchdowns. Guy, who wasn’t 
any bigger than I was at the time, 
was a split end. He could catch bul- 
lets with either hand. 

He was an acrobat with nerves of 
steel, and even though he was only 
5-foot-10 and 160 pounds, he made 
catches that only he could make, 
even ina crowd. 

Van Brownson, a quarterback, 
was an exceptional passer and an 
even better runner. He ran for one 
touchdown and passed to Ingles for 
two touchdowns that day in 
October. 

Jeff Kinney put the final nail in 
the Buffaloes’ coffin, scoring a touch- 
down late in the fourth quarter to 
wrap up what looked like a convinc- 
ing win. The final score was 29-13. 

In the 1970s, the Big Eight was by 
far the toughest football conference 
in the country. In 1971, the confer- 
ence had a great season all across the 
board. Everyone around the country 
was talking about the Big Eight. 

We won our second national title 
and we were followed in the final 
Associated Press rankings by 
Oklahoma, at No. 2, and Colorado, 
at No. 3. 


By 
JOHNNY Be i 
RODGERS nsecutive victory and improved 


Rebuffed 


Colorado, a traditionally tough rival, was no obstacle 
for the Husker teams of the early ’70s 


To get to Oklahoma to play the 
“Game of the Century,” we had to 
get past Colorado. Much like 
this season, in order to get to 
No. 1-ranked Florida (assum- 
ing it can get past Florida 
State), we have to get past 
Colorado. Well, we got past 
Colorado in 1971, and we 
gj will now. 

In front of a national televi- 
sion audience of millions, in 
pouring rain, we beat the 
Buffaloes, 31-7. It was our 18th 


our Big Eight record to 4-0. The 
Black Shirts were so tough that 
Colorado managed just 
108 yards rushing, 52 
yards passing and one 
broken-play _touch- 
down. 

John “Spider” 
Adkins recovered a ig 
fumble to set up a ped 
touchdown for Jeff 
Kinney. And Dave 
Mason intercepted a/# 
to set up a 65-yard |shey 
touchdown drive, with Se % 
quarterback Jerry Tagge fa 
passing to Maury 
Damkroger, a tough 
fullback, for a touch- 
down and a 14-0 lead. 

After Colorado 
scored, Tagge took us 
on a 70-yard drive and 


national television again, and we 
were hot ... not because we were still 
winning, but hot because we had 
already lost to UCLA and as the sea- 
son went on, we seemed to be strug- 
gling. Trying to put it together, we 
took it out on Colorado, which had 
been upset already by Oklahoma 
State. We romped against the 
Buffaloes, winning 33-10. We had to 
hold the score down, in fact, because 
we didn’t want to show any more 
offense than we had to. 

No matter how easy it seemed in 
the 1970s, 1980s or even in the 1990s, 
Colorado has always been the team 
to beat. And this year is no different. 


then just took it into the 


end zone himself from Fullback Maury Damkroger was a key cog in 


1-yard out. Rich Sanger 
kicked a field goal, and 
we were up 24-7 at the half. 

One of my biggest moments came 
in the third quarter, when I caused 
my biggest punt-return rival, Cliff 
Branch, to fumble a punt to set up 
our last touchdown. 

I didn’t score a touchdown that 
day, but I ran circles around Branch 
and made him fumble on national 
television in his senior year. 

That was a big deal to me because 
I admired him and believed him to 
be the man for me to defeat for 
national honors. 

In November of 1972, we were on 


the Huskers’ victory over Colorado in 1971. 


We will defeat the Buffaloes again 
this year, though, not because 
they're not a good team but because 
we're just better. 

Some teams play as well as they 
can, but Nebraska plays as well as it 
wants to, especially at the end of the 
season. 

We look for Colorado to be the 
rival that Oklahoma once represent- 
ed. It’s going to be a good game, as 
usual, but it’s down to coaching 
now. And I believe that Dr. Tom is 
not going to let anyone turn us 
around. 


A Game Of Eagles, 
Buffs And Huskers 


Although it is “such a fine sight to see,” no one will ever be 
“takin’ it easy” when Colorado and Nebraska square off 


slow rumble from the 
west is now barely dis- 
cernible. But come 
Friday Nov. 29 the 
ground in 
Memorial Stadium 

will be shaking. 

The Golden Buffalo 
herd from 
Colorado will stampede into 
Lincoln to begin the annual, 
season-ending stomp with 


rd 


wouldve been a sure score. The only 
miscue of the day came when Brook 
threw an interception and 
Colorado ran the short 

field for a touchdown. 
That game is one of many 
images I conjure up when I 
"| |think about, talk about or 
hear about Colorado. As I 
wrote several weeks ago, 
Colorado has always been 
one of my favorite places. 


the Huskers. Ralphie won’t By As a kid, my family would 
be making the trip, however, ADRIAN = make yearly summer treks to 
because years ago, Bob FIALA the Rockies for a week of out- 


Devaney punched his (or 

her) ticket. Sorry Ralphie boy, or girl. 
There’s nowhere to graze here, 

anyway, unless you like chewing 


door adventure. It so affected 
my brother Doug that he moved his 
family to Colorado in the early 1960s 
and has been there since. 


plastic grass. 
Remember two years ago 
when the Buffs came to 
Lincoln at the end of October? 
They were undefeated, 7-0, 
and ranked second in the 
nation by the Associated Press, 
a team characterized by that 
guru of football logic and lore 
Lee Corso as the best college 
football team ever, with 
Kordell Stewart and eventual 
Heisman Trophy winner 
Rashaan Salaam. We watched 
as the Brook Berringer-led 
Husker offense and the Black 
Shirt defense dismantled 
. every facet of Corso’s 
* “greatest team ever” 


on a Buffalo cape 

afterward. To borrow 

from the lyrics of the 
‘Eagles’ “Take It 

Easy,” “It was such a 

fine sight to see.” 

Especially when they 

hauled out the Buffs 
ona “flatbed Ford,” 
so to speak. 

The Huskers won, 
24-7, but could have 
easily won 38-0, miss- 
ing two touchdowns 
on a dropped pass 
and a stumble by one 
of the Husker backs } 
in the clear, which 
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We've had some great times out 
there: fishing, four-wheeling, camp- 
ing and skiing. It’s a great place to 
be, except that I couldn’t see myself 
as a Colorado football player. 

Eddie Crowder was the head 
coach at Colorado and he recruited 
me, along with an assistant coach 
whose name I have forgotten. 
Husker teammate Dick Davis and I 
made our recruiting trip there 
together. Dick played at Omaha 
(North) High School and had a great 
career there and at Nebraska. 

We both came away from our trip 
to Boulder sure that we wouldn’t be 
going to Colorado.’ Crowder made a 
fundamental recruiting mistake 
when he came to Omaha to see me. 
He came to our house and spent the 
early evening with my parents arid 
me. Then he suggested that he and I 
go eat dinner somewhere. He didn’t 
include my parents in the invitation, 
however. As I said, it was a4 funda- 
mental mistake. Rule one in recruit- 
ing: Win the support of mom and 
dad, especially mom. 

During my four years at 
Nebraska, we won three times 
against Colorado. The one we lost, in 


ESPN’s Lee Corso claimed 

Colorado’s team was the 
“greatest team ever” two years 
ago, but the Husker fans and team 
thought and proved otherwise. 


1967, was, perhaps, the most diffi- 
cult loss we experienced that year, or 
any year. We were coming off a 10-0 
loss to Kansas the week before, and 
everyone was physically and men- 
tally ready to get after Colorado. 

We played the game in Lincoln, 
and we beat Colorado in virtually 
every category except one — the 
score. Colorado fumbled early in the 
game. We recovered and took it in 
for a touchdown. Frank Patrick 
threw a pass to Ben Gregory for the 
score. Ben is now the running backs 
coach at Colorado. 

(A quick aside here. People often 
ask who the toughest runner I ever 
played against was. The answer is: 
Ben Gregory. You saw lots of fire- 
flies and heard lots of bells after hit- 
ting the “Pope.”) 

In the second quarter, we had 
fourth-and-inches for a first down 
on our own 29-yard line but didn’t 
make it. Colorado took over at the 29 
and in the one Black Shirt break- 
down of the day, scored quickly to 
tie the game . Then with less than a 
minute remaining in the first half, 
Colorado's Dick Anderson intercept- 
ed a pass, headed down the sideline 
and, just when it appeared he would 


a 


be tackled, lateraled to Mike Veeder, 
a defensive tackle. Veeder rumbled 
and stumbled another 45 yards for a 
touchdown. 

Colorado took a 14-7 lead and a 
bunch of momentum to the locker 
room at halftime. 

We came out in the second half 
and went 80 yards for a touchdown, 
but missed the extra-point kick and 
trailed 14-13. Then late in the third 
quarter, lightning hit again in the 
same Husker spot. Colorado defen- 
sive back Jeff Raymond picked off a 
pass and went 67 yards for a touch- 
down. 

Colorado 21, Huskers 13. A late 
field goal made the final score 21-16. 
The Buffs intercepted another pass 
on the last play of the game, as if to 
say: “Here, remember how we won 
this game.” 

I see Dick Anderson and his 
brother, Bobby, from time to time, 
and we always talk about the game 
in 1967. Dick went on to become an 
all-pro defensive back for the Miami 
Dolphins and is now among the 
leading money-winners on the 
Celebrity Golf Tour. Bobby played 
quarterback at Colorado for two 
years then moved to tailback his 


senior year. He’s a member of the 
Colorado radio network crew. 

My junior year, we played at 
Boulder and won 22-6. My senior 
year, we borrowed a page from the 
1967 game as teammate Dana 
Stephenson swiped three Colorado 
passes, setting up two touchdowns, 
and we shut down Bobby Anderson, 
limiting him to 42 yards rushing. We 
won, 20-7. Stephenson's intercep- 
tions set a school record at the time. 
The record has since been tied by Joe 
Blahak, against Kansas State, in 1970 
and by Ric Lindquist, also against 
Kansas State, in 1979. (They send 
their regards to the Wildcats.) 

But now it’s Colorado-Nebraska, 
a series that has seen the Buffs win 
only 14 times in 54 games, with two 
ties. It’s a series that, as we have 
seen and experienced over the years, 
causes the blood to flow a little faster 
through the veins of the fans, the 
media, the players and the coaches. 
Although it is such a fine sight to 
see, no one will ever be takin’ it easy 
‘on the football field when Colorado 
and Nebraska square off. 

Just the same, I'll be backing up 
the flatbed Ford to Memorial 
Stadium. Hope to see you there. Hl 
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cott Frost must wonder if 
he'll ever be forgiven for 
his part in 
Nebraska's 19-0 
loss at Arizona 
State. It was no 
more his fault than 
anyone else’s. But, 
as we all know, a 
quarterback gets 
more than his share of credit 
when things go right 

and he gets more g. 
than his share of MIKE 
blame when they BABCOCK 
don’t. 

In Frost's case, the blame was 
increased, not only because he was 
following arguably the best option 
quarterback Nebraska has ever had, 
but also because after the game, 
Arizona State coach Bruce Snyder 
put the blame squarely on him. “We 
knew a lot about their offense, but 
the one thing we didn’t know about 
was Scott Frost,” Snyder said. 
“Maybe he was the next Tommie 
Frazier. We didn’t know. But we 
decided that we wanted to take 
everybody else away and see if Scott 
Frost could beat us.” 

Frost, of course, could not, which 
should come as no surprise, really, 
because, as any football coach 
should know, one player can’t beat 
22, regardless of how talented he 
might be. 

Before proceeding, it should be 
noted that Snyder was irate last sea- 
son over what he perceived to be 
Tom Osborne’s attempt to embarrass 
his team in a 77-28 loss. Yet, he 
didn’t hesitate to single out Frost in 
explaining how Arizona State was 
able to pull off its momentous upset 
of the Cornhuskers. 

Why would a coach place such a 
burden on an opposing player? 

Two-thirds of the way through 
the season, Frost was still trying to 
set aside the notion that he alone 
had been responsible for the Arizona 
State loss. Somehow, the subject 
came up during a news conference 
on the Tuesday following the 
Cornhuskers’ 73-21 victory at 
Oklahoma. 
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Frost Is The Bi 


12's 


Best Quarterback 


é 


Bol 


For the second Saturday in a row, 
Frost had thrown for three touch- 
downs, an extremely rare 
occurrence at Nebraska. Yet 
he felt compelled to discuss 

~ | a game that had been played 
six weeks before. 

“Quite honestly, the 
Arizona State defensive 
coordinator (Phil Snow) was 
trying to take some credit for 
the win,” Frost said. “He did 

a great job, so I’m not taking any- 
thing away from him. 

“Basically, that’s how he summed 
up his game plan. He can say that. 
But if you watched that game and 
some of the other games where peo- 
ple said they tried to do that (take 
away everything else) it isn’t like 
they were giving me windows of 
opportunity, left and right, to take.” 
Frost’s point, which should be 
obvious, was that Nebraska's offense 
was ineffective against Arizona State 
— and has been at times in other 
games — for various reasons, not all 
of them related to his play at quar- 
terback. “Basically, what it comes 
down to is that they (defenses) line a 
Frost may be an option 


quarterback, but his passing 
ability has made him dangerous. 


Koy Detmer’s numbers may be flashy, but if Scott Frost leads Nebraska 
past Colorado he deserves to be the Big 12 first-team quarterback 


lot of people up at the line of scrim- 
mage and try to beat us with the 
passing game,” said Frost. “If we're 
going to be a good team, we still 
have to be able to run the ball no 
matter what kind of defense they 
put us up against. Like I said, it’s a 
team thing. You shouldn't be able to 
take everything but one guy away, 
anyway.” 

That principle will hold true 
when Nebraska finishes the regular 
season against Colorado the day 
after Thanksgiving, which is why I 
bother to bring up the Arizona State 
game one more time. 

The outcome of the game is the 
only concern, to be sure. But among 
the game’s many subplots is an 
inevitable comparison between Frost 
and Colorado quarterback Koy 
Detmer, who almost certainly will be 
chosen as first-team All-Big 12 — if 
his selection hasn’t already been 
announced by kickoff. 

This is an admittedly partisan 
endorsement, considering, it appears 
in Huskers Illustrated. But if 
Nebraska wins the game and Frost 
plays reasonably well, a good case 
could be made for his being first- 
team all-conference, even though 
he’s not a senior like Detmer and his 


responsibilities in Nebraska's option 
offense aren't as likely to produce 
flashy statistics the way Colorado's 
passing does. 

If you don’t think that’s a signifi- 
cant factor in selecting an all-confer- 
ence quarterback, consider recent 
history. ier was the choice of 
both the Associated Press and Big 
Eight coaches last season, but the 
previous season, Kansas State's 
Chad May and Colorado’s Kordell 
Stewart were the picks, and the year 
before that, May was the choice of 
the coaches while Oklahoma’s Cale 

Gundy got the AP vote. 

In 1992, Kansas’ Chip Hilleary 
was a first-team All-Big Eight pick. 

In 10 of the 11 seasons before 
Hilleary, the quarterback of the Big 
Eight champion received first-team 
all-conference honors from either the 
AP or the coaches, or both. The only 
exception was Nebraska’s Steve 
Taylor, who was first-team in 1987, 
when Oklahoma won the title. 

Frost’s statistics aren’t nearly as 
impressive as Detmer’s, which is to 
be expected given the responsibili- 
ties of each. But there shouldn't be a 
greater emphasis placed on passing, 
particularly in a conference like the 
Big 12, where a premium is placed 
on being able to run the ball. 

Frost “has come on strong,” 
Cornhusker quarterbacks coach 
Turner Gill (a three-time, first-team 
all-conference quarterback) said at 
the Extra-Point Club luncheon on 
the Monday following — the 
Oklahoma game. “In the option, he’s 
been good. Some balls have been on 
the ground, but that’s not totally a 
Scott situation. We're looking for a 
quarterback to prevent dead plays. 
He does that.” 

As for Frost's passing, which has 
shown marked improvement as the 
season has gone on, “I feel like he 
can be a guy who can be around the 
60-percent. mark,” Gill said. 
“Unfortunately, we've had a few 
dropped balls.” 

Even without that, Frost has done 
what has been asked of him. And 
he’s done it well. 

If Nebraska defeats Colorado, it 
will do so not just because of Frost. 
But if he can be singled out as the 
reason for the Arizona State loss, 
then he can also be singled out for 
leading the Cornhuskers to a sixth 
consecutive conference champi- 
onship. They would still have to win 
the Big 12 playoff at St. Louis on 
Dec. 7. to accomplish that. But by 
then the all-conference team will 
have been announced. i 
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Aspiring actress Kari Uppinghouse has helped prove Nebraska 
soccer is no limited-time engagement ¢ by Mike Friend 


ebraska soccer player 
Kari Uppinghouse isn’t 
quite sure what her 
future holds. What begin- 
ning actress really does? 
“J just would love to be 
in the movies,” 
Uppinghouse said. “I’m a 
communications major, 
and I plan on a minor in theater arts. 
I’m going to try to do some acting in 
the future, just try it out for a few 
years, maybe out in California.” 

Uppinghouse, a junior midfielder 
from Littleton, Colo., admits that she 
is just getting started in 
acting, but she believes 
that, the skills she pos- 
sesses are well-suited to 
an acting career. 

“I've been taking 
some speech classes and 
public speaking courses 
that seem to make it easi- 
er to get up in front of 
people,” said Uppinghouse. “Soccer 
helps through exposure to the media 
and fans. Soccer has helped because 
it teaches you about not giving up 
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on things. Acting is kind of a chancy 
thing to try. But I’ve learned not to 
give up and how to stay focused. 
We'll see how it goes.” 

Currently, Uppinghouse is con- 
centrating on school, friends, college 
activities and leading one of the best 
college soccer teams in the country. 
The Huskers, who finished the regu- 
lar season with a 19-0 and ranked 
No. 5 in the nation by the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America Poll, are in only their third 
year of intercollegiate play. 
Uppinghouse has been a catalyst for 
their success, after transfer- 
ring from George Mason 
two years ago. © 

Nebraska finished the 
regular season with a 4.36 
goals-per-game average, 
fourth-highest, in the coun- 
try. Uppinghouse was tied 
for third in the Big 12 and 
20th nationally with 44 
points and 17 goals. 

Her six game-winning goals 
established a school record. Game- 
winning goals against Drake, Texas 


A&M and Vanderbilt proved 
Uppinghouse doesn’t just produce 
when it doesn’t matter. She pro- 
duces in the clutch. All three of those 
teams were ranked in the Top 25 at 
the end of the regular season. 

Numbers such as those, along 
with several other attributes, make 
Uppinghouse an effective team 
leader, according to Nebraska coach 
John Walker. “One thing that makes 
her a team leader is that she has the 
sability,” he said. “There is a measure 
of respect that can be earned from 
that. And she also just works hard. 
She trains hard every day, and that 
is another key to being a leader — 
setting that example.” 

The example set by Uppinghouse 
is not overt. She doesn’t lead cheers 
or lecture the squad ini order to get 
results. She says the team is mature 
and knows what is needed in most 
situations. “I’m not the most vocal 


Uppinghouse finished the 
regular season tied in the Big 12 
(20th nationally) with 44 points 
and 17 goals. 


person around,” Uppinghouse said. 
“T try to lead by hard work and 
example more than anything. But I 
don’t think it was difficult for us to 
stay focused. It was easy to keep our 
mind on the hard work.” 

Uppinghouse believes that 
Walker and the Nebraska program 
have played a huge part in her 
growth as a soccer player. But even 
at George Mason, which is located in 
Fairfax, Va., she went through a 
valuable learning experience. George 
Mason finished this season 12-5-1 
and ranked 22nd. 

“There is not that much difference 
soccer-wise between Nebraska and 
George Mason,” Uppinghouse said. 
“George Mason is a really competi- 
tive team, and we had a great year 
when I was there. It was just as seri- 
ous. Here, it is more enjoyable 
because there is just a lot more that 
they have to offer you as an athlete. 
The intensity level is about the same 
as it was at George Mason. 

“One of the reasons I didn’t like 
George Mason is that it was a big 
commuter school, and there wasn’t a 
whole lot of social activities going on 
outside of sports and school, At 
Nebraska, it just seems like more of 
a college atmosphere.” 

Despite her career aspirations as 
an actress, Uppinghouse also holds 
out hope that there may be opportu- 
nities in soccer at the professional 
level. “More doors are opening as far 
as soccer goes,” she said. “I have 
kind of been considering soccer 
opportunities, just like I’ve been con- 
sidering acting possibilities. My No. 
1 athletic priority is soccer. If I do 
have opportunities in soccer, I think 
I will take those because it’s really 
what I like the most. I’m even think- 
ing about the possibility of going 
overseas.” 

According to Walker, 
Uppinghouse would be more than 
qualified for a career in soccer. 
“Definitely, she has the skill,” he 
said. “The groundwork is set up for 
a women’s professional soccer 
league. At the Olympics, there were 
80,000 people at the women’s final 
match. The Olympics raised the pro- 
file of women’s soccer.” 

But Walker isn’t ready to let 
Uppinghouse run off to the pro 
ranks or the silver screen yet. 

“She has her senior year ahead of 
her,” he said. “She has improved 
steadily year after year. There was 
an acclimation process for her here, 
but she has really started to play 
well. It has been an upward progres- 
sion.” Hi 
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Huskers Win) Big) 12 Tournament, 
Lond Five Players On) 
First-ream All-Conference Squad 


Melanie Wilson, A&M 
Sandy Edwards, A&M 
Tina Robinson, A&M 
Stephanie Vacek, NU 
Jenny Benson, NU 
Diona Rowe, A&M 
Kari Uppinghouse, NU 
Bryn Blalack, A&M 
Lindsay Eddieman, NU 
Kristen Koop, A&M 
Isabelle Morneau, NU 


Becky Hornbacher, NU 
Meghan Crona, Baylor 
Haley Hauptman, Texas 
Sarah Trombley, Texas 
Kristen Gay, NU 

Sonia Ibanez, A&M 

Britt Talley, Baylor 

Molly Cameron, Baylor 
Kristy Frantz, Texas Tech 
Courtney Sanders, Baylor 
Yvette Okler, AKM 
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here was a time when 

Nebraska volleyball 

players Stacie Maser and 

Renee Saunders were 

simply roadblocks in 
each other's path to athletic success. 
Now they’re on the same path. 

Saunders, a sophomore outside 
hitter from Omaha (Marian) High 
School, was once a rival of Maser, a 
graduate of Lincoln (Northeast). 
While both players laugh and joke 
about it now, it was serious business 
when they had different goals and a 
different focus, just a few years ago. 

“We knew of each other,” 
Saunders said. “I didn’t know Stacie 
person to person, but I knew of her. I 
knew that if we were playing 
Northeast, we were playing Stacie. 

“Back in high school, all the teams 
seemed to have the one player. If 
you stopped that person, you were 
going to win that game. We had to 
stop Stacie.” 

Maser, a middle blocker arid red- 
shirted sophomore, said that the 
same rule of thumb held true for her 
team. “We knew each other, no 
question,” she said, referring to 
Saunders. 

For Saunders and Maser, those 
days are over. But the commitment 
to practice has carried over to their 
college careers. And both players 
believe that practice will carry the 
Huskers to another level, which, in 
turn, might be just enough to push 
them to a second consecutive nation- 
al championship. 

“T think practice is where we are 
going to become champions,” Maser 
said. “I know that 
sounds corny, but 
it’s true. Coach 
(Terry) Pettit made 
the comment that 
the week before we 
played Texas, we 
were having great 
practices and no 
balls were drop- 
ping. The week before the (Texas) 
Tech game, some of us weren’t 
focused all the time, and it cost us.” 

Nebraska, which was ranked No. 
7 in the LISA Today Coaches Poll and 
No. 5 in the Volleyball Magazine poll 
as of Oct. 28, dropped a 15-7, 9-15, 
15-10, 13-15, 12-15 decision to then- 
No. 20 Texas Tech on Oct. 26 in 
Lubbock, Texas. The loss was the 
Huskers’ first in Big 12 Conference 
play this season, and their first to a 
conference opponent in the former 
Big Eight, dating to Nov. 27, 1993. 

According to Maser and 
Saunders, the situation now is not 
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the same as it was after the Hawaii 
loss early in the season — a loss that 
created doubt on the team. The 
Huskers are not reeling out of con- 
trol. 

Both Saunders and Maser, letter- 
winners on last season’s national 
championship team, think this 
Husker team has a different make- 
up. It is still the type of makeup that 
can produce a title, however. 


Renee Saunders dedicated herself 
to becoming more comfortable 
on the court this year. 


Maser will have to hélp out down 
the stretch. Neither has seen con- 
stant action this season, but Pettit 
said both players are making the 
kind of progress needed to produce 
consistent results in the clutch. © 
“With Renee, the hardest thing to 
overcome was her lack of confi- 
dence,” Pettit said. “She has dedicat- 
ed herself to becoming more com- 
fortable out there, and it’s working. 
With Stacie, it’s simply a matter of 
getting her more and more playing 
time. She moves well away from the 
setter, and that will create opportu- 


Jon Waller 


Former high school rivals, Stacie Maser 


and Renee Saunders work 
together to put Nebraska 
in national title contention 


By Mike Friend 


“There are a lot of people who are 
different in a lot of ways on this 
team,” Saunders said. “Our makeup 
is different, but we all have the same 
type of focus that we had last year.” 

Another national championship is 
within the realm of possibility. “We 
can do it. Everybody knows we can 
do it,” said Saunders. 

On a team riddled -with injuries 
and depth problems, Saunders and 


nities for her, and for'us as a team.” 

For that to happen, however, 
Maser thinks that the Huskers will 
have to come together, much in the 
same way that she came together 
with an old high school rival. 

“The main thing is that Renee and 
I have so many things in common, 
now that we’re working toward the 
same goal. It goes that way for the 
whole team,” Maser said. 
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Hold together the memories of Nebraska football with these national championship title bookends, For home, office or as a gift for that 
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Nebraska Checks 


Your Choi 200 Wallet Checks or 
150 Duplicate Checks $19.95 an order Support Your HUSKERS!!! 
300 Business Checks (4 to Page) $39.00 (includes S&H) A percent of all sales goes tothe 
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Video Subscription to the 1996 
Husker Football season! 


Receive a video of the Husker’s 
entire game each week during the 


season (including post-season 
Look At This!! Co Ee), complete with the original 
— > tadio broadcast! All footage is shot 


1 by the University of Nebraska's 
Husker Vision crew. You can also 
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Ly ell Bremser!! §| any combination you desire! You will receive all 
Now available for the first time games already played when ordering after the 
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Husker fan has been waiting Season Ticket Video will do the rest! 

for! Experience again the most 199% Season subscription (2nd day delivery) $199 
exciting college clash ever! 1996 Season subscription (4th class mail) $179 
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original radio broadcast com- 
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by Husker Video, 85min. Price $25, 


1995 Orange Bowl with 


1996 Fiesta Bowl with Pavelka luxe zg vavelkca 
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Featuring Kent Pavelka’s play-by-play. 
Entire game footage by Husker Vision. 
95 min. Price $25. 


= radio play-by-play and 
hometown enthusiasm of 
KFAB’s Kent Pavelka! Entire game 


ORDER LINE: 1-800-230-3831 footage by Husker Vision. 
10 am To 6 pm C.S.T. (Visa or Mastercard) 95 min. Price $25. 
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Golf PUTTER 


Show your Husker Pride to all your golf friends! 


This aluminum mallet putter has a computer milled face that's 
balanced for consistent feel and precision accuracy on the green. 
A medallion insert commemorates the Huskers double Back 
to Back football championships in 70 & 71 and 94 & 95, A double 
bend steel shaft is finished off with Golf Pride's Tour Wrap grip. 


rs 
To order: call 1-800-818-8682 AG 
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id Rees at Sparen Only $75.00 plus shipping & handling (GO 
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rd 


University of Nebraska Lithograph or 
1994-1995 Back to Back National Football 
Championship Litho for only $49.99 each 
plus $10 S&H, or two lithos for $84.99 


Each University Lithograph is signed by Jay Herkins, Creator. 
graph is signed by )a) 
Actual size: 12x 16" includes: 
+ Hardwood frame in oak or white wash finish. 
ss, dust cover, hanger. * Matted in school colors. 
*Engraved name plate *Customized upon request. 


EARLY IN THE third quarter of Nebraska's 73-21 victory at OR@=SneEeeone qi Back 
Eric Moore threw what, in retrospect, was an injudicious pass. Oklahoma was third-and-6 at the 
Nebraska 24-yard line. The Sooners trailed 17-0. A touchdown could have put them back in con- 
tention. 

Moore, whose intended receiver had run a slant pattern, released the pass before Ralph Brown 
turned to look for the ball, which “was coming right at me,” the Cornhusker cornerback said later. 

Brown reacted, caught the ball and didn’t quit running until hé had reached the end zone, 83 
yards away. The final 15 yards were the most difficult. “I haven’t run that far since high school,” 
he said. 

Such a jaunt with the football was once fairly com- 
monplace for the true freshman from Hacienda aa 
Heights, Calif. Brown was a running back as well as ll 
an All-American, defensive back at Bishop (Amat) have | 
High School in LaPuenta. Check that, he was an out- Pat eat 
standing running back. He rushed for 2,246 yards and \ Wis | ‘1S 
scored 29 touchdowns as a senior, to lead Bishop | ‘ 
Amat to the Southern Section CIF championship. He 2) > 2 
was the seventh-leading rusher in all of California. He TI 1 ¢ Ci 
scored six touchdowns in one game. . ; 7 

There was a time, not all that long ago, when 
“Ralph Brown might have been an offensive player 
(at Nebraska),” Eric Stokes said recently. Stokes, H 
Nebraska's starting free safety, probably could have cs by mike babcock 
played offense, too. Like Brown, he also played run- 
ning back in high school. He established school 
records at Lincoln (East) High for rushing yards in a season (1,203) and a career (2,309). 

Those numbers aren’t what earned hima scholarship, however. “When I came in, they told me: 
“You're going to be a defensive back.’ They weren't thinking of any other position,” Stokes said. 

Stokes wasn’t thinking of any other position, either. Although he played both offense and 
defense in high school, he knew defense offered the best opportunity for success at the collegiate 
level. 

It is still not unusual for high school football players to go both ways, even in large metropoli- 
tan schools. But more are specializing now, and as a result, “you're getting guys who were specif- 
ically recruited for offense or defense,” said Stokes. Fewer recruits are listed as either-or. 

That's also a function of the NCAA’s reduction of football scholarships. Programs now must 
recruit to fill specific needs, rather than simply recruiting the best players regardless of position 
and therl sorting them out once they arrive on campus, as was often the case 10 or 15 years ago. 

Russell Gary, a three-year starter and an All-Big Eight safety in 1980 from Minneapolis, Minn., 
played I-back on the freshman team his first fall at Nebraska. Before spring practice of his fres 
man year, however, he was moved to defense because the Cornhusker coaches had been more 
impressed by another scholarship freshman running back from Omaha, Craig Johnson. One was 
= destined to play offense, the other defense. But the determination hadn’t been made when they 
's signed letters of intent. 
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Now such determinations usually 
are. Mike Minter, Nebraska’s start- 
ing rover and a co-captain, led 
Oklahoma’s large-schools class in 
rushing as a senior at Lawton High 
School. He gained 1,589 yards and 
scored 21 touchdowns. “Mike could 
have been a running back (at 
Nebraska),” Stokes said. 

Those who watched Minter 
return an interception 84 yards for a 
touchdown in the 55-14 opening- 
game victory against Michigan State 
could attest to that, He certainly 
looked like a running back. 

It is appropriate that two of 


plays this season have been 
made by defensive backs. The 
reason should be fairly obv 


been so offensive. 

As the Cornhuskers headed 
into the home stretch of the 
regular season, the defense had 
already established a record for 
scoring points during Tom 
Osborne’s tenure as head coach 
after adding another nine to its 
1996 total against Missouri. 

Through the Oklahoma 
game, the defense had scored 
42 points . . . actually scored, 
not just set up the offense by 
intercepting a pass or recover- 
ing a fumble. The total includ- 
ed touchdown returns of three 
interceptions, two punts and 
one fumble. The extra-point y 
kicks were successful after 
each. fey 

That has been a point of 
pride for the defense, according to 
Stokes. “When we set our goals, we 
definitely try to score,” he said. 
“That's really demoralizing (for 
opponents). We've been taking peo- 
ple’s hearts right out of the game. 
I've noticed a big change. Before, we 
talked about it. But now it’s happen- 
ing. We feel like we can get at least 
seven points every game, and we 
just about have.” 

The defense got 21 points in the 
opener against Michigan State, scor- 
ing on Mike Fullman’s 62-yard punt 
return and Grant Wistrom’s 9-yard 
interception return as well as 


Minter’s return — which, like 
Brown’s against Oklahoma, 
increased Nebraska’s lead to 24-0. 
Go figure. 


Even without those touchdowns, 
however, this year’s defense would 
be unique. Scoring defensively is 
extremely difficult. The defense that 
ranked fourth in Division I-A and 
gave Nebraska the national title in 
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Nebraska’s longest scoring _Michool Chow 


ous. Rarely has the defense ee 


1994 certainly set up its share of 
touchdowns, but it didn’t score any. 
And the 1984 Cornhusker defense, 
which led the nation, scored only 
twice: on a punt return and an inter- 
ception return, 

Although such records aren’t 
kept, and there’s no good way to 
determine how many points were 
set up by turnovers very far back in 
time, Osborne’s most offensive 
defense prior to this season appears 
to have been the one of a year ago, 
which scored touchdowns on four 
interception returns, one fumble 
return and one punt return; recov- 
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Mike Minter contributed 12 of 
Nebraska’s 51 defensive points 
through nine games. 


ered a fumbled punt for a touch- 
down and blocked a punt out of the 
end zone for a safety. (The extra- 
point failed after one of the seven 
touchdowns, making the total 50.) 

The 1987 team had a defense that 
contributed 37 points, and the 1986 
defense scored 30 points. 

Nebraska’s most offensive 
defense, at least in the modern era, 
was almost certainly the one in 1971, 
which accounted for a school single- 
season record 47 turnovers and con- 
tributed to a school-record plus-26 
turnover margin. The next-best 
turnover margin (since 1946) was 
plus-18 in 1992. 

The second-best season for 
turnovers was 45, including a 
school-record 30 pass interceptions, 
in 1970. (The 33 interceptions and 51 
turnovers listed for 1965 in the 
media guide are misprints.) 


Bob Devaney’s 1971 team got 60 
points out of its defense, with the 
biggest contributions coming from 
Johnny Rodgers, who returned three 
punts for touchdowns, and Dave 
Mason, who returned three of his six 
pass interceptions for touchdowns. 
The 1970 team scored 36 points on 
defense. 

Nebraska’s ability to score on 
defense this season is a result of 
mindset and ability. “Usually when 
a defense does that, it’s because the 
defense has great athletes,” receivers 
coach Ron Brown said. “To take an 
interception back all the way is a 
very athletic thing. You don’t 
work on that in practice.” 
There are general principles 
for interception returns. But 
each is unique, depending on 
the circumstances. Ralph 
Brown hadn’t practiced the 
play that produced his 83- 
yard return. His touchdown 
run was a result of speed and 
instinct, enhanced, no doubt, 
by his background as a run- 
ning back. 

“We're blessed with great 
athletes (on defense as well as 
offense),” said Ron Brown. 
And several others on the 
defense, besides Ralph Brown 
and Minter, played running 
back in high school. 

Mike Brown, the second- 
team left cornerback, was 

) Arizona’s top prep running 
back, rushing for 2,036 yards 
and 31 touchdowns as a senior 
at Scottsdale’s Saguaro High. 

He also caught 11 passes for 308 
yards and three touchdowns, pro- 
ducing those numbers despite miss- 
ing two games because of a calf 
injury, He was honored as both the 
best offensive and the best defensive 
high school player in Arizona a year 
ago. 

Jay Foreman, who started every 
game at strongside linebacker last 
season and has alternated with Jon 
Hesse at middle linebacker this sea- 
son, rushed for 950 yards, had 421 
yards in pass receptions and scored 
a school record 17 touchdowns as a 
senior at Eden Prairie, Minn., High 
School. Foreman was a versatile run- 
ning back, also completing three-of- 
four passes for 182 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

Hesse, by the way, also played 
running back some for Lincoln, 
Neb., Southeast High’s Class A state 
championship team. There wasn’t 
much he didn’t do, for that matter. 
He played some at wide receiver 


and wingback on offense, as well; he 
returned punts, punted and handled 
the place-kicking. 

Strongside linebacker Jamel 
Williams planned to play I-back 
when he picked Nebraska. Had it 
not been for a knee injury, he might 
have had an opportunity to do so. 
But, with encouragement from 
Osborne, he decided he'd be better 
off on defense, where his knees 
would be less susceptible to injury. 
Williams also was a sprinter on the 
track team last season, another indi- 
cation of his athletic ability. 

Weakside linebacker Terrell 
Farley distinguished himself on the 
track team as well as the football 
team at Kendrick High in Columbus, 
Ga. He was the state champion in 
the 400 meters as a senior. 

Williams and Farley sprinted 
downfield to make important blocks 
near the end of Ralph Brown’s inter- 
ception return for a touchdown 
against Oklahoma, evidence not 
only of their extraordinary speed but 
also of an attitude that has enhanced 
the defense’s chances of scoring, 
according to Ron Brown. “When the 
mentality is to score, not just to stop 
opponents but to create transition, 
you've got to have an assertive, 
aggressive attitude,” he said. And 
Nebraska definitely has had that, 
across the board. 

The extra effort represented by 
the blocks of Williams and Farley 
“has been important to winning 
championships . . . our quarterbacks 
blocking, receivers who block, 
putting our best people on special 
teams,” said Ron Brown. “Some 
teams are content just to get by. We 
take it a step further.” 

The defensive players haven't lost 
their focus trying to put points on 
the board. The touchdowns have 
come from being in the right place at 
the right time. “You let the game 
come to you,” Stokes said. “I don’t 
think anyone has gone out of his 
responsibilities. 

“There's been a lot of consistency, 
with all 11 guys on the same page.” 

Nebraska's defense has played at 
a consistently high level. 

Now, it faces its greatest test to 
date when Colorado comes to 
Memorial Stadium for the regular- 
season final on the day after 
Thanksgiving. “Right now, we’re 
starting to realize that, clearly, peo- 
ple will remember this defense,” 
said Stokes. 

Though it is only one of many, 
the Colorado game will significantly 
influence that recollection. ll 
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first national bank 
of omaha 


Investing in you. 


THE WORLD'S BEST HUSKER SPORTS COVERAGE 
Ce» — ST GOT BETTER! 


Everything you love about Huskers Illustrated 
is now available on the Internet. 

On-Line Edition: 
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- In-depth Player Profiles 
- Statistics 

- Scouting Reports 

- All-sports coverage 


Insider Edition: Extended Coverage for the Big Red Fan Who Demands More! 
@ Access to On-Line Edition @ Injury Updates @Coaches/Player Interviews 
@ Practice Reports @ Supplemental Stories 


hitp://www.xescx.com/huskers/ 


Despite a lack of 
experience and 
numbers; Nebraska 
- * will look to uncork an 
explosive full-court team 
behind its spark 
Tyronn Lue 


anny Nee’s enthusiasm 
for Tyronn Lue was 
unmistakable. His 
praise for the sopho- 
more point guard, dur- 
ing a news conference 
the week of Nebraska’s 
first preseason exhibi- 
tion, was lavish. 

“T think he’s one of the premier 


man to that of former Cornhusker 
quarterback Tommie Frazier . . . the 
ultimate compliment.) 

Lue asserted himself under cir- 
cumstances that left him little choice. 
Point guard is no place to hide, par- 
ticularly when you're surrounded by 
veteran teammates, which Lue was. 
Now he’s a veteran, on a team that is 
about as short on experience as it is 


point guards in the coun- limited in numbers. 
try,” Nee said. “We're Mikki Moore and 
going to groom him to be a Bernard Garner are the 


great player. He’s a good 
player now, but he’s going 
to be a great player come 
next March.” 

Nee was asked if he had 
ever coached a more mature 
sophomore than Lue. 

“More mature? Yes,” he said, 
quickly adding: “Better? No.” 

During a radio interview a couple 
of days earlier, Nee predicted that 
the 6-foot, 170-pound Lue would 
rank with the best ever to play for 
the Cornhuskers by the time he fin- 
ished his career. 

Lue’s freshman season was cer- 
tainly a solid base on which to build 
such a career. He started every game 
but one — the final home game, 
“Senior Day” — and established a 
Nebraska freshman record for 
assists, with 144. He averaged 8.5 
points and was picked to the Big 
Eight All-Freshman team. 

Beyond the numbers, however, is 
the fact that Lue stepped right into 
the lineup at point guard, a position 
roughly comparable to a football 
quarterback. (Nee 
even compared 
Lue’s impact 
as a fresh- 4 


00 


only seniors, and the 
only others besides Lue 
who played significant 
minutes last season. 

Nebraska will be 
inside-oriented, with 
Moore and Garner, Nee said in 
assessing his team, which opens at 
Texas on Nov. 23, in what will be 
treated as a non-conference game 
even though the Cornhuskers and 
Longhorns are members (albeit in 
opposite divisions) of the new Big 12 
Conference. They are scheduled to 
play an interdivisional conference 
game, televised by Creative Sports, 
in Lincoln on Feb. 16. 

Texas, with 6-foot-6 guard Reggie 
Freeman, has been ranked among 
the nation’s Top 25 by most publica- 
tions, so there won't be any easing 
into the season. Sophomore DeJuan 
Vasquez, the Longhorns’ 6-foot-4 
point guard, took immediate charge 

as a true freshman like Lue, 
starting 25 games. 

In preparation for 
this season, Nee has 
=) had Lue watching 
9 @ videotape of Miami 
guard) Tim 


ages 10 assists a game 
and 22 points,” Nee said. 
“That's what I want 
Tyronn to do. I want him 
averaging 20-plus points a 
Bame and 10 sts. The 
ball is going to be in his 
hands a lot.” 

Only three Cornhusker 

guards have ever averaged as 
Many as 20 points a game for a 
c Piatkowski (21.5 in 
'994), Marvin Stewart (21.4 in 1971) 
Se _and Jerry Fort (20.2 in 1975). 
Even so, Lue is ready, if not eager, 
0 accept the challenge. “It’s not 


out every night and play well, play 
hard. If I get 20 points and 10 
assists a game, then I do.” 
Lue scored 30 points and 
made nine assists in his 


second game at 


Nebraska, a 114-106 overtime victory 
against Oregon in the semifinals of 
the Big Island Invitational at Hilo, 
Hawaii. He turned in a similarly 
impressive performance against 
nationally ranked Kansas, with 21 
points and four assists in an 81-71 
loss at Lawrence in mid-February. “T 
want him to play like he played 
against Kansas every night,” said 
Nee. “You know what I’m talking 
about . . . regarding Kansas, people 
(on teams) like that, they do it every 
night, and Tyronn has to learn that. 
He's just realizing how good he is.” 

Nee’s plan is for Lue to join 
Garner and Moore as Nebraska's 
“go-to guys” this season, That scor- 
ing responsibility “is more clearly 
defined this year than last year,” 
Nee said. “We had go-to guys, but 
we didn’t hit the shots. And some- 
times, there was competition for the 
go-to guy (role). This year, Lue and 
Bernard are the keys. I think Mikki 
can be very important, too. He's 
great at passing. Bernard is an excel- 
lent three-point shooter. And Tyronn 
is as good a penetrator as there is in 
the league.” 

Lue’s offensive skills are more 
than matched at the defensive end of 
the court. That’s a function of his 
athletic ability. Though such num- 
bers aren't tied to performance one- 
to-one, Lue has scored near the top 
in strength and conditioning tests, 
with a 35-inch vertical jump and 1.52 
speed at 10 yards. 

“I've never coached a quicker and 
better defensive player,” Nee said. 

Nee wants to cut down on 
turnovers and improve in half-court 
play, without sacrificing the up- 
tempo style that has been his trade- 
mark. “We don’t want to change 
that,” he said. “But we have to add 
the weapon of half-court execution. 
With (lowa State’s Tim) Floyd, 
(Oklahoma State’s Eddie) Sutton and 
(Kansas’ Roy) Williams (in the Big, 
12's north division), we're going to 
have to execute in the half-court. 

“When you execute in the half- 
court, you have to cut down on 
turnovers. We have to get shots 
using the clock. That’s the addition 
to this year’s team,” an emphasis on 
half-court execution. 

Even so, the Cornhuskers will 
attempt to run. They’ll try to set a 
fast pace. “You're going to say: ‘You 
haven't changed your (offensive) 
philosophy,’” Nee said. “We're still a 
full-court team.” 

With a full-court point guard. 
“Tyronn Lue is dynamite in the fast- 
break game,” said Nee. 
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Stories, Stats and Stuff 
About Nebraska Football 


By Tric Melson and Chris Jenson 
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Mon-Sat 9-6 & Sun 1-5 


2019 Hwy 2, Lincoln 


402-423-5000 


NU vs.UF: 
One for 
the Book 


Husker fans from coast to coost celebrated in 
January when Nebraska overwhelmed college 
football's pretender, the Florida Gators, for 
‘nother National Championship. Now Nebraska 
fans everywhere con relive the memorable 1995 
season with the new edition ofthe Huskers 
Handbook: Stories, Stats and Stuff About 
Nebraska Football. This open-ond-stort-ony- 
where page-turner covers Big Red football from 
the first game, in 1890 through the back-to- 
back championships of 1994 and 1995. 


A Must Have for Husker Fans 


Only $9.95 


To Order, Call 1-800-492-4043 


MIDWEST SPORTS PUBLICATIONS 


University of 
Nebraska 


Personal Computer 
Desk Set 


* 5-PIECE SET: Monitor & 
Keyboard Covers, Mouse 
Pads, Beverage Coaster, & 
Keyboard Wrist Rest 


* ALL ITEMS ARE CLASSIC 
Red And Imprinted With 
White University of Nebraska 
Logos 


* COVER & PAD FEATURES: 
Soft Cloth Covers Are 
Antistatic, Water Repellent, & 
Washable. Pads Have a Soft 
Polyester Cloth Surface. 


Please Have The Following 
Information Available Before 
Ordering Your University of 
Nebraska Personal Computer 
Desk Set: 

Monitor 
(Height) 
(Width) 
(Depth) 
Keyboard 
(Width) 
(Depth) 


$39.2 


Plus $4 SHIPPING 


Heartland 


Computer Products 


(800) 772-2368 


™ 


To order your own Nebraska Huskers Afghan, call 


Each afghan is $49.95 (plus sales tax where applicable) and $4.95 for shipping and handling. 
All major credit cards are accepted. To order by mail, make your check payable to: 
Company’s Coming, Inc., Dept. E-13 
P.O. Box 417, Corpus Christi, TX 78403 


WeBelieve In 
Four-Quarter Game Plans. 


‘To reach your financial goals, you need an investment strategy that focuses 


on sound, long-term planning. 


This is the basis of Kirkpatrick Pettis’ philosophy. Our objective is to help 


you produce winning strategies that stand the test of time and weather the ups and downs 


of the markets. We've been helping clients succeed since 1925. 


Kirkpatrick Pettis offers a full range of investment products and services 
the most productive ideas for a winning game plan. Call us; see how we can 


halnyou playtherwhole (bir qaarteds 


Kirkpatrick Pettis 


A Matual of Omaha Company 


HOME OFFICE : 10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 400* OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68114-5777 * 402-397-5777 + 800-776-5777 


Member Securities Inve 


rotection Corporation 


REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD CARRY OUR 
NEBRASKA EDITION’ MASTERCARD: 


Os 5.9% APR* 


No annual fee 


Free Memorial Stadium poster 
(the picture on your card) 


24-hour cash at 257,000 cash machines 


Free $250,000.00 travel accident insurance 

Great-looking card 

Accepted at 15 million locations worldwide 

Free supply of MasterCard checks 

24-hour toll-free Customer Service 
Emergency cash at 330,000 banks 


Interest-free grace period 


Shows off your Nebraska pride! 


() 
ORDER YOUR 59 | ° No-ANNUAL-FEE 
Nebraska Edition MasterCard today! 


GALL US TOLL-FREE 
800-818-3626 


CODE #4109 


MON.-THURS. 8 a.m. 
FRI-SAT. 9 a.m. - aa (cst) 


The kings of their old 
conferences (Kansas and 
Texas) will square off in 


t’s something brand new. So 
you have to figure it’s going to 
be exciting. 
We've had the advent of Big, 
12 football this fall. Next comes 
Big, 12 basketball. Gone are the 
days of the Big Eight being a 
dominant hoops conference. 
What we have are four 
Southwest Conference teams 
— Texas, Texas A&M, Baylor and 
Texas Tech joining the Big Eight. 
Actually you have those four schools 
combining with Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma State to make up the 
South Division. 

The Southwest Conference hasn't 
been known for its basketball 
prowess, but OU coach Kelvin 
Sampson is excited. 

“I like going into the Big 12 and I 
like the South Division,” Sampson 
said. “I think it creates geographical 
rivalr The rivalry between 
Oklahoma and Texas A&M will be 
far greater than Oklahoma-Iowa 
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1. KANSAS 
2. IOWA ST. 
3. MISSOURI 
4. bah Gs 


1. TEXAS 
2. OKLAHOMA ST. 
3. OKLAHOMA 
4. TEXAS TECH 
5. BAYLOR 


State would ever be. Texas and 
Oklahoma represent a natural rival- 
ry because of the Red River rivalry. | 
think we'll build a healthy rivalry 
with Baylor and Texas Tech, and of 
course, Oklahoma State. So every 
game we play is going to be an 
intense game. That’s what college 
basketball is all about.” 

Let's look at the Big 12, starting 
with the South Division, and how 
we see the race for the first crown. 


SOUTH DIVISIO 


1. TEXAS 

The Longhorns are loaded. They 
lost only two players (one was a 
walk-on) from a team that finished 
21-10 last year and beat Michigan 
(80-76) in the NCAA tournament. As 
usual, Tom Penders’ team will rely 
on quick, excellent shooting perime- 
ter players. Leading the way is 6- 
foot-6 guard Reggie Freeman. The 
talented senior from New York aver- 


search of the Big 12’s first 
basketball crown 
¢ by Al Eschbach 


REGGIE FREEMAN 
TEXAS, Guard 


aged 22.4 points a game (fourth best 
in the NCAA among returning play- 
ers) last season. He'll get plenty of 
help from sophomore Kris Clack, 
who averaged 9.4 points. Clack 
needs to improve his free-throw 
shooting after hitting only 53.4 per- 
cent last season. The point guard slot 
is somewhat of a mystery. It could 
go to Dallas (Carter) freshman 
Anthony Goode, who averaged 18 
points and 10 assists during his 
senior year. 

There are questions up front. 
Gone is Sonny Alvarado, who aver- 
aged 12.6 points a year ago. Help 
must come from 6-9 senior Dennis 
Jordan and 6-9 freshman Gabe 
Muoneke. 


2. OKLAHOMA STATE 

The Cowboys are another team 
that will be relying on newcomers. 
Last season was not one of the best 
for Eddie Sutton. He turned down 
an NIT bid after the Pokes finished 


17-10. A loss to Kansas State in the 
Big Eight tournament cost the 
Cowboys a bid to the NCAA 
Tournament 

The Cowboys look solid on 
the perimeters, however. Adrian 
Peterson is a 6-4 guard who 
showed signs of stardom as a 
freshman. He averaged 11.3 
points. Chianti Roberts is back 
{for his senior year after averaging 
11.1 points and 5.4 boards. He 
may be pushed by 6-6 Desmond 
Mason, who was one of the top 
prep players in Texas. Jason Skaer, 
who averaged 8.8 points, will fit 
into the mix somewhere. And 6-7 
Maurice Robinson has slimmed 
down and is being counted on for 
big help up front. 

There are questions at center and 
point guard. At center, 6-11 Brett 
Robisch, a transfer from Illinois, is 
slated to be the starting center once 
he becomes eligible in December. 
The point guard at the beginning of 
the season should be Marlon 
Dorsey, who was a two guard last 
year. Also, Joe Adkins from 
Oklahoma City will get a lot of play- 
ing time. He was a standout two 
guard in high school. 
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3. OKLAHOMA 
The Sooners must replace their 
two best players of a year ago — 
Ryan Minor and Ernie 
Abercrombie. But Kelvin 
Sampson feels good about this 
team. He expects 6-5 senior Nate 
Erdmann to step up his game. 
Erdmann averaged 12.8 points a 
year ago. Good things are also 
expected from 6-7 Lou Moore. Two 
years ago, Moore was one of the top 
junior college players in the country. 
Freshman forward Eduardo Najera 
is what Sampson calls a “warrior” 
and will help with rebounding. 
Oklahoma should also be better 
in the post. Last year, 6-11 Hootie 
Wiley and 6-9 Bobby Joe Evans got 
their first taste of college hoops and 
the results were mixed. 
mpson is extremely high on 6-2 
junior college guard Corey Brewer. 
He likes Brewer’s intensity and 
defensive prowess. The point guard 
slot is also a question. Brewer could 
play there, but true freshman Tim 
Heskett, the High School Player of 
the Year in South Carolina last sea- 
son, will get a look. 


4. TEXAS TECH 

No Red Raider fan will ever for- 
get last season when James Dick 
team crashed the national scene and 


went 30-2. That’s the good news. The 
bad news is that the best players are 
gone. There are questions at the 
point and forward positions. 

The top player returning is 6-4 
guard Cory Carr. Last year he aver- 
aged 16.1 points a game. Dickey is 
hoping for a big year from 6-11 cen- 
ter Tony Battie, who averaged 9.7 
points and 8.9 boards. Carr and 
Battie may have to carry this team. 

The best of the freshmen appear 
to be 6-3 Archie Myers and 5-11 
Rayford Young. Young will get a 
chance to nab the starting point 
guard slot, 


5. BAYLOR 

The Bears are trying to rebound 
from a devastating NCAA proba- 
tion. The Bears were 9-18 and 1-9 on 
the road last year. They have a good 
nucleus returning and could be the 
surprise team in the South. They 
return four players who averaged 
double digits in scoring with the 
prize being 6-10 Brian Skinner, who 
averaged 17.6 points and 9.3 
rebounds. 

The Bears didn’t shoot well from 
the perimeter and they have their 
fingers crossed that 6-6 Leon Morris 
and 6-6 David Jones will help. Both 
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are freshmen. Morris averaged 22 
points a game as a high school senior 
and Jones averaged 23 points. 

rs 


6. TEXAS A&M 

The Aggies have big plans in 
hoops with a new arena on the way. 
But they have to turn things around 
on the court to get people to watch 
their games. Last year they were 11- 
16, losing their last seven games, five 
of them by five points or less. It will 
be newcomers who will get the 
Aggie faithful excited. 

One of the most ballyhooed 
recruits to ever wear an Aggie uni- 
form will be Jerald Brown. The 6-7 
athletic forward was considered by 
many as the best prep player in 
Texas last year. Larry Thompson is a 
6-9 forward, who averaged 15.5 
points and 9 rebounds in junior col- 
lege last year. 

The best players returning are 6-2 
Tracey Anderson, who averaged 
13.3 points, and 5-8 point guard 
Derrick Hart, who averaged 13.1 
points. 


ORTH DIVISIO 


- KANSAS 

Not only are the Jayhawks being 
picked by everyone to win the first 
Big 12 fitle, but a lot of folks, includ- 
ing Dick Vitale, are selecting KU for 
their national championship pick. 
And why not? The Jayhawks are 
loaded. 

Coach Roy Williams got a scare in 
the-off-season when point guard 
Jacque Vaughn injured his wrist. 
But Vaughn should be back by 
January. 

That’s about the only thing 
Williams has to worry about. All five 
starters are back from last year’s Big* 
Eight title team. Is there a weakness 
on this team? If there is, you defi- 
nitely will have a hard time finding 
it. Kansas is probably the most bal- 
anced team ‘in the league. 

Joining Vaughn at guard is Jerod 
Haase. He needs to come back from 
a poor shooting junior year when he 
hit only 35.6 percent of his shots 
from the field and 29.3 from three- 
point land. 

Sophomore Paul Pierce could be 
an up-and-coming star at small for- 
ward. The Jayhawks have plenty of 
talent up front with 6-11 Raef 
LaFrentz and 6-10 Scot Pollard. Both 
figure to be first round NBA draft 
Tony Battie, who averaged 9.7 
points and 8.9 boards last year, 
will be expected to carry the 
Tech team with Cory Carr. 
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picks. The bench is solid with the 
likes of 6-5 guard Ryan Robertson 
and 6-8 forward B.J. Williams pro- 
viding depth. 


2. IOWA STATE 

The Cyclones were one of the sur- 
prise teams in the nation a year ago, 
winning a school-record 24 games. 
They won't catch anyone by surprise 
this year because they have all their 
key people back. Leading the way is 
6-3 swingman Dedric Willoughby. 
He averaged 20.5 points a game and 
can kill you on the free-throw line, 
where he hit 79 percent. The 
Cyclones have another star in 6-11 
Kelvin Cato. He can block shots 
with the best of them. 

There are other very good role 
players such as 6-6 Shawn 
Bankhead, 6-6 Klay Edwards and 6- 
foot point guard Jacy Holloway. 


3. MISSOURI 

The Tigers were a major disap- 
pointment a year ago when they col- 
lapsed late in the year and finished 
with an 18-15 record and no NCAA 
tournament bid. They'll be better 
this time around. 

Kelly Thames, a 6-8 forward, 
should be a force. A year ago he 
Kelly Thames hopes to have 
Missouri pointed in the right 
direction this season. 


wasn’t as good as his freshman year 
because he was recovering from 
knee surgery. 

Joining him up front will be 
sharp-shooting Derek Grimm. 
Others who will help are 6-9 L. Dee 
Murdock and 6-11 Monte Hardge. 

One guy who is high on Norm 
Stewart's list is guard Jason 
Sutherland. This gutsy guard led the 
team in scoring with a 14.0 average. 
He's expected to be joined by JUCO 
transfer Dibi Ray. 


4. NEBRASKA 

Danny Nee was on the hot seat 
after a disappointing regular season. 
Then the Huskers went on a spectac- 
ular run to win the postseason NIT. 
The Cornhusker faithful rallied 
around their coach. There’s some- 
thing about winning that helps cover 
up problems. 

This is a rebuilding year, but 
there’s still plenty of talent to win 
games. The Huskers will be strong 
up front with 6-7 Bernard Garner 
(10.7 points, 6.3 rebounds) and 6-11 
Mikki Moore (9.0, 5.9). 

The problem could come at 
guard. The only experienced player 
back is sophomore Tyronn Lue who 
averaged 8.5 points and dished out a 
team-high 144 assists. He is expected 
to get help from his cousin, 6-3 fresh- 
man Cookie Belcher. Another guard 


who is expected to help is 6-3 fresh- 
man Rodney Fields. 


5. KANSAS STATE 

The Wildcats were a surprise last 
year when they won 17 games and 
got into the NCAA tournament. 
They need some outside scoring if 
they hope to go dancing again. The 
Wildcats are fair up front with 6-11 
Gerald Eaker (7.0, 4.7) and 6-10 
Shawn Rhodes (4.8, 3.7). Rhodes has 
a lot of potential. 

The problem could be at guard 
where 6-4 Ayome May is the only 
experienced hand back. But big 
things are expected from 6-6 fresh- 
man Josh Reid, who was Mr. 
Basketball in Kansas last year. 


6. COLORADO 

It always seems easy to pick the 
Buffs last. However, this isn’t a team 
devoid of talent. They have good 
players like Chauncey Billups, who 
averaged 17.9 points per game as a 
freshman. He could be an All-Big 12 
pick. And everyone likes 6-6 Fred 
Edmonds (14.3 ppg last year). 

The problem is there just aren’t 
enough good players on this squad. 
But when you have the likes of 
Billups and Edmonds, second year 
coach Ricardo Patton could see his. 
team finish as high as fourth in the 
North Division. 
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Safety Valve 


Highly-touted Texas DB John Norman considering 
a collegiate career in Big Red secondary 


ebraska has become a 
great recruiting team of 
the 1990s because of its 
tradition, consistency in 
its coaching staff, work 
habits and domination 
on the playing field. 

The Huskers cur- 
rently are one program 
that many of the nation’s top players 
automatically put down as 
one of their top choices, 
because those players hope 
they have a opportunity to 
sign with a top program like 
Nebraska. 

A year ago in the sec- 
ondary, the Huskers needed 
cornerbacks to replace gradu- 
ated seniors, and this 
season safeties Mike By 
Minter and Eric Stokes JAMES 
will finish their careers HALE 
at Nebraska. 

John Norman (6-foot-2, 180 
pounds, 4.6 in the 40-yard dash) of 
Midland (Lee), Texas, is ranked as 
one of the top five defensive backs 
in the country, a huge compliment, 
considering Norman is a pure safe- 
ty. Most of the defensive backs who 
garner such accolades are combina- 
tion cornerback / safeties. 

Norman is a pure safety and, 
after picking off 12 passes last year, 
was named Defensive Player of the 
Year by the Associated Press, 

It was during Norman's sopho- 
more year that he broke out with 
four interceptions, and then grabbed 
the attention of college recruiters 
because of the natural instincts he 
displayed. A very physical player 
with a 44-inch vertical jump, 
Norman had four interceptions 
through seven games this season, 
bringing his career total to 19. He 
also plays wide receiver, catching 
five passes for 189 yards and three 
touchdowns this season with his 
longest reception going for 50 yards. 

Norman has never hidden the 
fact that he is leaning towards leav- 
ing the state. Michigan, Nebraska 
and Colorado reportedly have been 
at the top of his list since the sum- 
mer, with USC now getting some 
attention, along with Texas, Texas 
Tech, Texas A&M and Oklahoma. 
Norman said he is looking for a 


change of scenery, and looking for 
an opportunity to play early. 

“1 really like (Nebraska) Coach 
(Tom) Osborne and what he does on 
a consistent basis with the Nebraska 
program,” Norman said. “Nebraska 
is a great school, where | can get a 
great education, and their football 
program is second to nobody in the 
country. I really don’t know too 
much about them, except 
that they graduate both 
their safeties and they win, 
but that right there is 
enough to get me interest- 
ed.” 

Texas is loaded with 
great safety prospects. 

In addition to Norman, 
Jason Glenn (6-2, 202, 4.4) 
of Houston (Nimitz) is rated among 
the top 20 defensive backs in the 
country. Glenn is the younger broth- 
er of former 
Texas A&M All- 
America Aaron 
Glenn, now with 
the New York 
Jets. Some 
assume the 
Aggies have an 
edge, but that 
may not be the 
case, as Glenn said he has Texas as 
his early leader, with Nebraska also 
in the hunt. 

“Texas graduates all four of their 
guys in the secondary, and | am 
looking for an opportunity to play 
early,” Glenn said. “Nebraska also 
graduates both safeties, and hopeful- 
ly I would get an opportunity to 
play there early, as well. I know they 
have a great team, and safety is a 
spot where maybe a player could 
play early.” 

Texas leads Texas A&M, 
Tennessee, Colorado and OU in the 
top five with USC, Baylor and 
Nebraska trying to close ground. 

Montoya Gibson (6-3, 200, 4.5) of 
Irving, Texas, is rated among the top 
50 in Texas, and has listed Texas 
A&M, along with Nebraska, 
Colorado, Texas and Oklahoma. 

Marcus Riggs (6-0, 200, 4.5) of 
Houston (Yates) has emerged as a 
one of the top 50 players in Texas 
and reportedly has Florida State, 
Michigan, Nebraska, Texas and 


Texas A&M among his final five. 

Kwame Cavil (6-3, 200, 4.6) of 
Waco, is rated among the top 50 in 
Texas, and could play either at safety 
or outside linebacker. Cavil has ties 
with OU, but said Texas, Miami, 
Oklahoma State and Nebraska also 
are under consideration. 

Abdul Howard (6-1, 180, 4.4) of 
Quincy (Shanks), Fla., is one of the 
most versatile athletes in the coun- 
try. The Shanks coaching staff moves 
Howard around offensively to keep 
teams from keying on him. 

At quarterback, Howard has com- 
pleted 15-of-30 passes for 303 yards, 
two touchdowns and two intercep- 
tions. As a wide receiver, Howard 
has 25 catches for 717 yards and 
eight touchdowns, and at running 
back, Howard has managed 25 car- 
ries for 432 yards and seven touch- 
downs. In addition, he has returned 
two kickoffs for touchdowns and 
one punt for a score of 67 yards, 

On defense, Howard is just as 
busy with 67 tackles, six intercep- 
(two returned for touchdowns. 
of nd 85 yards) and two fumble 
recoveries returned for touchdowns. 
That’s 24 touchdowns from seven 
different spots through eight games. 

“Nebraska has a great winning 
tradition, and I want to go to a pro- 
gram that already is in a position to 
win,” Howard said. “I have been to 
Nebraska before, and I love the 
atmosphere that surrounds their 
football program. Fans in that state 
love their football team, and | am 
looking for that kind of environ- 
ment.” 

Florida, Florida State, Ohio State, 
and Notre Dame also are among 
Howard's choices. 

Larry Hollinquest (6-1, 175, 4.5) 
of Houston (South), Texas, is another 
great safety prospect with Nebraska, 
SMU, Arkansas, Texas A&M, Texas 
and Houston in contention for his 
services. 

Robert Carswell (6-1, 208, 4.5) of 
Stone Mountain, Ga., already has set 
s at Notre Dame (Dec. 6) and 
Nebraska (Dec. 14), and is working 
to get Florida State, Clemson and 
Virginia on his list. 

In the West, Jason Stephens (6-2, 
180, 4.5) of Redlands, Calif., is work- 
ing from a list of UCLA, Colorado, 
Wisconsin, Nebraska, Oregon and 
Arizona. The Huskers reportedly 
lead on Zimbalist Carter (6-1, 170, 
4.6) of Riverside (Poly), Calif., who is 
regarded as one of the top 50 players 
in California. Carter also is consider- 
ing Colorado, Cal, UCLA and 
Washington State. 
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BEST 


Editor's Note: This is the final installment of an 
11-part series featuring our picks as the best players 
ever to wear each jersey number in the modern era. 


rian Hiemer wore jersey 
No. 94. For those old 
enough to remember the 
quiet young man from 
Shelby, Neb., that number 
probably will always be 


extra points. 

His play was so undistinguished 
that first fall, he wasn’t invited to 
participate in spring practice. 
Undaunted, however, he persuaded 
Osborne to give him a second 
chance. He sat out his second season 
as a redshirt, then began chasing, in 
earnest, his dream of playing foot- 
ball at Nebraska. 

Hiemer was the 
10th tight end listed 
on the depth chart at 
}the start of spring 
practice in 1983. By 
the end of spring, 
however, he had 
H worked his way to 
second-team, behind 
senior Monte 
4 Engebritson. 

He alternated with 
Engebritson and 
sophomore — Todd 
Frain, behind whom 
he had played as a 
freshman, on the 1983 
“Scoring Explosion” team, 
catching two passes for 32 
yards. 

Another solid spring 
boosted Hiemer to the top 
of the depth chart. He had earned a 
scholarship, and he alternated with 
Frain as the starter in 1984. At 6-foot- 


his. 


Like Brook Berringer, Hiemer 
died too young. And like Berringer, 
he represented “all the 
good things about col- 
lege football.” Those 
words are in quotes 
because Tom Osborne 
spoke them at Hiemer’: 
funeral in mid-August 
of 1985. Hiemer died of 
a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound, just before the 
start of preseason prac- 
tice his senior year. 
Photo Day was can- 
celed and was replaced 
by grieving. 
Until its tragic end, 
Hiemer’s story was pa wont 
ee remarkable tri from the 10th tight 
He walked on at nd on the Husker 
Nebraska in 1981, team to the best 
from David City Foiwear/ Nes aa: 
(Neb.) Aquinas High 
School, and played for the freshman- 
junior varsity his first season as a 
back-up kicker. He was 6-for-6 on 


#92: Derrie Nelson 
80) 


‘Io t 


the numbers game 
EDS) 


3 and 220 pounds, he was a good 
blocker as well as a sure-handed 
receiver, catching 12 passes for 174 
yards and a team-high four touch- 
downs. 

Hiemer also distinguished him- 
self in the classroom. His cumulative 
grade-point average was 3.3. 

A bus carried players and 
coaches to Shelby for Hiemer’s 
funeral at Sacred Heart Church, 
which was packed with 600 
people. “Everyone admired him 
as a fine player, a fine person and a 
fine student,” said Osborne, who 
had driven to Omaha to be with 
Hiemer at the hospital on the night 
he died. 

Hiemer was a student-athlete in 
the truest sense. And as with all 
walk-ons, he had to believe in him- 
self when few others did. He never 
earned all-conference recognition, 
and he played a position that carried 
a certain amount of offensive 
anonymity in the wake of the 
“Triplets” in 1983. 

Hiemer deserves to be remem- 
bered here, in this final installment 
of “By the Numbers.” To most foot- 
ball fans who watched him play, he 
was simply the Cornhusker in jersey 
No. 94. 

But if you had known him, you 
would have liked him. 


#91: Kent Wells 


Also: Ron Pruitt 

Kent Wells has had the distinction 
of playing professional football in 
various forms. He spent one season 
with the NFL’s New York Giants (he 
has a Super Bowl ring as proof). He 
played in the World League of 
American Football. And last season, 
he played Arena football. 
The former state shot put champi- 
on at Lincoln (East), Neb., earned 
first-team All-Big Eight recognition 
in 1989, after leading the Cornhusker, 
defensive line in tackles with 36, He’ 
also had a team-high 12 tackles for 
losses, totaling 64 yards, and six 
quarterback sacks. 
The 6-foot-5, 285-pound Wells 
was among the team’s strongest 
players. 
Ron Pruitt, a 6-foot-3, 247-pound 
defensive tackle (1974-76), is among 
others who have worn jersey No. 91. 
Pruitt ranks 19th in career tackles 
with 196. He holds the Cornhusker 
career record for fumble recoveries 
with nine and the career record for 
assisted tackles by a lineman (125). 


#94: Brian Hiemer #95: Danny Noonan 
(1983-84) (1984-86). 


#92: Derrie Nelson 
Also: John Parrella 

Derrie Nelson walked on from 
Fairmont, Neb., to become the Big 
Eight Defensive Player of the Year 
and an All-American in 1980, after 
earning All-America honorable men- 
tion in 1979. He also was a semifi- 
nalist for the Lombardi Award in 
1980. 

The 6-foot-2, 220-pound Nelson 
ranks among the most intense and 
rugged players ever to represent 
Nebraska. He was as quick as he 
was tough, making a remarkable 21 
tackles for losses totaling 153 yards 
in 1980. He was a part-time starter as 
a sophomore and a Cornhusker co- 
captain as a senior. 

George Darlington, who formerly 
coached the defensive ends, once 
said that if the toughest, nastiest 
players were locked in a room and 
only one could come out, that one 
would be Nelson. 

John Parrella (1990-92), a defen- 
sive tackle from Grand Island, is 
among others who have worn No. 
92. Parrella was a two-time, first- 
team All-Big Eight pick and, like 
Nelson, a Cornhusker co-captain. 


#93: Jared Tomich 
(tie) Travis Hill 

This is too close to call between 
Travis Hill and Jared Tomich, one of 
only two current 
Cornhuskers who have 
been included in “By the 

Numbers.” (See No. 98) 
Hill was first-team 
All-Big Eight in 
1992, a season 
in which he 
‘had a team- 
G high six 
sacks, for 46 
yards in 
losses. He 
was an 
outstand- 
ing pass 
rusher and 


Kent Wells has 
played in almost 
every form of 
rofessional 
jotball. 


#96: Jimmy Williams 
(1979-81) 


George Andrews 


(1976-78) 


#97: Pat Engelbert 
(1989 51) 


led the Cornhuskers in tackles for 
loss both as a junior (9.5) and a 
senior (12). The 6-foot-2, 240- 
pounder from Pearland, Texas, ranks 
12th in career tackles, with 221, 
including 16.5 sacks for 123.5 yards 
in losses. He was a co-captain in 
1992. 

Tomich, a co-captain this season, 
earned All-America recognition 
from the Associated Press as a junior. 
He walked on from St. John, Ind., 
and has been a key to the defense the 
last two seasons. 


#94: Brian Hiemer 
As mentioned in the introduction, 
Hiemer’s story had a tragic ending. 
But the circumstances of his death 
certainly don’t negate what he 
accomplished as a person as well as 
player. 


#95: Danny Noonan 

Danny Noonan was a dominating, 
presence in the middle of Nebraska's 
defense. He was a consensus All- 
American as a senior in 1986, but his 
unique ability was apparent before 
that. 

The 6-foot-4, 280-pound Noonan 
was relegated to the all-conference 
second team as a junior only because 
he played in the shadows of team- 
mate and defensive tackle Jim Skow 
and Oklahoma middle guard Tony 
Casillas, both of whom we: I- 
Americans in 1985. “He.(Noonan) 
has a chance to be an All-American,” 


A first-round NF 
pick, Danny 
Noonan was a 
consensus 
All-American as a 
senior in 1986. 


#98: Grant Wistrom 
(1994-present) 


99: 
(1985-87) 


Cornhusker defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride predicted after that 
season. 

Noonan tied a career record for 
sacks by a down lineman with 24, 
including 11 for 69 yards in losses as 
a junior. He led the Cornhuskers in 
tackles for loss in 1986 with 12, seven 
of them sacks. 

He was a first-round draft pick 
and played seven NFL seasons. 


#96: Jimmy Williams 


(tie) George Andrews 
Also: Jim Skow 

This is another too-close-to-call 
situation, involving defensive ends 
Jimmy Williams and George 
Andrews. There could be a third, in 
fact. Skow (1983-85) is just as deserv- 
ing. 

This is among five jersey numbers 
that have been worn by three 
Cornhusker All-Americans. 


Smith 


Williams earned All-America 
honors from both the Associated Press 
and the Walter Camp Foundation in 
1981, when he also was the United 
Press International Big Eight 
Defensive Player of the Year. 

The 6-foot-3, 220-pound Williams 
arrived at Nebraska as a 185-pound 
walk-on from Washington, D.C., 
along with his brother Toby (1980- 
82), a defensive tackle. He was 
strong (300-pound bench press) and 
had extraordinary speed. He was 
timed at 4.34 (hand-held) in the 40- 
yard dash. 

Not surprisingly, Williams was 
an outstanding pass rusher. He had 
18 tackles for loss, including 10 quar- 
terback sacks in 1981, when he was a 
team co-captain. He was a first- 
round draft pick and played 12 sea- 
sons in the NFL. Only 15 other 
Cornhuskers have played 10 or more 
years in the NFL. 

Andrews, the “Smiling Assassin” 
from Burke High in Omaha, played 
seven seasons in the NFL (as a first- 
round pick) after a Cornhusker 
career during which he was a three- 
year starter. He was an All- 
American in 1978, as well as an 
Academic All-American and a mem- 
ber of the All-American Strength 
Team. He was credited with 84 tack- 
les that season, including 10 for loss- 
es of 61 yards. 

Andrews ranks 23rd on 
Nebraska's career tackles list with 
184. He was a co-captain in 1978 and 
played as a graduate student, one of 
the first Cornhuskers ever to do so. 

The 6-foot-3, 250-pound Skow 
was an undersized defensive tackle 
from Omaha Roncalli High School. 
He had exceptional speed (4.91 in 
the 40) and quickness, however. “He 
might be the most underrated defen- 
sive player in the league,” McBride 
said before Skow’s senior season. 

Skow wasn’t underrated after a 
senior season in which he had 15 
sacks, for 139 yards in losses, and 
earned All-America recognition. He 
was a third-round draft pick and 
played six seasons in the NFL. 


#97: Pat Engelbert 

Pat Engelbert was a two-time aca- 
demic all-conference honoree and an 
Academic All-American as a senior 
in 1991. He was a civil engineering 
major, who could be very uncivil on 
a football field. Osborne described 
him as the Cornhuskers’ best middle 
guard since Noonan. 

At 6-foot-2 and 250 pounds, 
Engelbert was small for a middle 
guard. But he was the team’s quick- 
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est defensive lineman, with 4.98 
speed in the 40-yard dash. The 
Columbus (Scotus), Neb., grad was a 
Cornhusker co-captain in 1991, and a 
first-team All-Big Eight selection. 

He was one of the few defensive 
bright spots in Nebraska’s disastrous 
1991 Citrus Bowl loss against 
Georgia Tech, making seven tackles, 
including four for losses totaling 20 
yards. 


#98: Grant Wistrom 
Also: Tony Samuel 

Grant Wistrom joins Tomich as 
the only current players in the “By 
the Numbers” series. There is little 
need to list Wistrom’s considerable 
accomplishments here. Besides, the 
list increases with each game the 6- 
foot-5, 250-pound junior from Webb 
City, Mo., plays. 
Wistrom was the Big Eight 
Defensive Newcomer of the Year on 
the 1994 national championship 
team. He was first-team All-Big 
Eight according to the conferenc 
coaches last season and a third-tea 
All-American according to the 
Associated Press. He also was acade- 
mic all-district. 
Tony Samuel (1975-77), Wistrom’s 
position coach, is among others who 
have worn No. 98. 


#99: Neil Smith 

Neil Smith, who else could it be at 
the final number on the list? The 6- 
foot-5 Smith came to Nebraska 
weighing 208 pounds. He ran the 40 
in 5.09. He left as a 260-pound, first- 
round NFL draft choice, with 4.63 
speed, and became the Kansas City 
Chiefs’ designated “franchise play- 
er.” 

Few major college pro- 
grams recruited him 
out of high school 


One of the more 
popular Nebraska 
players in recent years, 
Ned “Twisted Steel” 
Smith wasn’t highly 
recruited coming out of 
high school. 


in New Orleans. 

Smith’s nickname was “Twisted 
Steel.” He combined size, strength 
and speed to earn All-America hon- 
ors in 1987. He made 65 tackles, 
including 12 for losses of 63 yards 
and 7.5 sacks. He also had one fum- 
ble recovery, one pass interception, 
three pass breakups and one blocked 
kick. 

He was popular among team- 
mates as well as Cornhusker fans. 
He was a co-captain in 1987. 

Smith didn’t become a starter 
until his senior season. He was the 
third defensive tackle as a junior, 
behind Chris Spachman and Lee 
Jones. But he had more tackles (49) 
than either. i 


N38 


14 


a OOO DWN: 


BEST (IN REVIEW) 


Lawrence Phillips (1995-95) 
Jeff Krejci (1979-81) 
Tyrone Legette (1989-91) 
Troy Dum (1991-94) 
Bran Washington (1984-87) 
Kelth Jon (1984-87) 
Reggie Baul (1993-95) 
rone Williams (1993-95) 
steve Taylor (1985-1 
ret Clarl (1982-1 
Nell Harris (1982-1 
Bobby Reynolds (1950-52) 
Byron Benn (1999-93) 
Dennis Claridge (1961-63) 
Tommie Frazier (1992-95) 
Jim Murphy (1981-82) 
Shane Swanson (1982-84) 
Brook Berringer (1992-95) 
Randy Bo) (1971-73) 
Johnny Rodgers (1970-72) 
Roger Crai (1980-82) 
Warren (1938-40) 
Mark Blazek (1986-88) 
Bill Kosch (1969-71 
George Sauer (1931-33) 
Tom Rathman (1983-85) 
Irving Fryar (1961-83) 
Jeff Smit (1982-4 
dim Pilien (1976-78) 
mike Rozier (1981-83) 
larry Wilson. (1964-66) 
Ed Stewart (1991-94) 
Forrest Behm (1938-40) 
Trev Alberts: (1990-93) 
Ed Weir (1923-25) 
Larry Wachholtz (1964-66) 
Lawrence Ely (1930-32) 
s (1934-36) 
‘Andra Franklin (1977-80) 
Pat Fischer (1958-60) 
Marc Munford, (1984-86) 
Jerry Murtaua! (1968-70) 
Todd Millikan (1985-88) 
Calvin Jones (1991-8: 
Fred Shire) (1935-37) 
Tony Felici 1980-4 
Charles Brock (1936-38) 
Mike Anderson 1990-93) 
Monte Anthony (1974-77) 
Dave Rimington (1979-82) 
Mick Tingelhoft 1959-61) 
Tom Davis 1975-; 
Hugh Rhea 
Rik Bonness 
‘Aaron Graham 
Rod Horn 
Rob Zatech 
Mark Traynowicz 
finds Grimminger 
dim Osbers 
John Mccormick 
pledge 
Lynn Senkbeil 
Brow! 
Joe Armstrong 
Wayne Meylan 
Laverne allers 
Jake Youn: 
Laverne t Tetezo 
Charles T° 
Dean Sremmeuniet 
h Wiegert 
Kelvin Clark 
lob Newtol 
Will Shields 
Jerry Minnick 
Walt Barnes 
Roland McDole 
Rich Glover 
Jamie Williams 
le Harper 
Don Purcell 
tarry Tomlinson 
Tony Jeter 
Freeman White 
Fonnny me necoed 
Gay. 
Brow i, aToes 
John Di 
Kent Wells 
Derrie Nelson. 
Jared Tomich 
Bron iilemer 
Danny Noonan 


Jimmy Williams 
George Andrews 


(1976-78) 
Pat Engelbert (1989-91) 
Grant Wistrom (1994-presend) 
Neil Smith, (1985-87) 


are 


Fev , 
¢ RINE) plus $3.99 SIH por shit 


\y 
‘ KS Available in Red, White, or Ash 
KW J M, L, XL, XXL - 
. Add $2.00 for XXL 
> allow 7-10 
business days for delivery 


Back 


* 100% Cotton, To Order call 
Heavyweight T-shirt 1-800-866-8048 
ecieeveuoee rH ALUMNI GrowP, Inc. 


* Perfect for any Husker Fan 
* Not Available in Stores 
* Order Yours Today! 


P.O. Box 781773 
San Antonio, Texas 78278 


Fax your order anytime to 
(210) 492-4038 


Texas residents please add 7.75% Sales Tax 


OK 


ABET Se 


100% Money Back Guarantee 
(within 30 days of purchase) 


LL 


SWEATSHIRTS 


NEBRASKA GAPS 


CAT N THE HAT 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED = 61 


SHOW Yor 


HUSKER FOOTBALL 


OWN A PIECE OF 

Tee — 

PHE EG RED 
Le. 


———————————————————— eee 
4 Clip or photo-copy this order blank along with your check or money order to: Ti 
J 

4 University Medallion * HC 88 Box 29 * Bassett, Nebraska 68714 

: Please send me University of Nebraska Husker coin(s). Each coin is 

' $38.50 shipping and handling included. Please allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery. 

J 

9 NAME 

| ADDRESS 

, CITY STATE zip 

1 PHONE 


what if? — what if? 


/ he needs 
a specialist? 


what if I catch a cold? an 5 
what if | need a new heart? 


what if you didn’t have to worry about health care? 


What if there were a health care organization that thought about all the what ifs 
ahead of time? That came up with such innovative solutions to what you might need Ww 


tomorrow that all you'd have to do is enjoy today? BlueCross’ BlueShield’ 


ueShicldl Pan Official Health 
o 1906 U.S, C 


There are diehard fans. 
And then there are CORNHUSKER _FANS. 


A diehard fan will sit in snow, sleet and rain. A Husker fan will 
sit in snow, sleet and rain for 22 pours to buy bickets to sit 
in the snow, sleet and rain. b 7 
Collegiate Sports Collectibles “from dell were made for your 
kind of memories. Beautiful. Long lasting. With attention to 
each and every detail. What else would you expect from an 
official supplier to the Cornhu er footbat) team? Nothing 
put the best for the players. i 
the fans in the stands. 


@) Riddell’s Collegiate Authentic Helmet. This is 
the real thing, just like those worn on game days. 
With polycarbonate shell, steel polyvinyl-coated 

fi 


mask _inflatable liner system, 
J team decals and chin strap. 
$249.95. (2) Deluxe Replica Husker Helmet. 
This full-size replica of the actual game 
helmet features an ABS plastic shell, 
steel polyvinyl-coated facemask, realistic 
gjawpads, decals with authentic Husker team 
for an aspiring young player, 
or a retiring older one! Not for competitive play. 
Chin strap included. $99.95 (3) Authentic Miniature 
Husker Helmet. This half-size mini 
is made to Riddell specifications, 
with the same polycarbonate shell 
and steel polyvinyl-coated facemask 
as full-size Collegiate Authentic 
Helmets. Fully detailed. $49.95 (@, Replica 
Mini Husker Helmet. Half the size of game 
helmets, but fully Getailed- ABS plastic 
shell and facemask. [ft $24.95 
(2 Mini Husker Football Helmet Lamp. 18 inches 
high. Colorful mini helmet, mounted on sturdy oak base with brass 
components and soft white shade. $49.95 


Okay you Husker fans-—we’ ve got your number. 


31439-NE Collegiate Authentic Helmet | $249.9: Merchandise Total 


31639-NE | Replica Husker Helmet | 99.95 30-2500 | $3 

Authentic Mini Husker Helmet $25.01-75.00 | $4. i“ 
eT $75.01-150.00 | 

aa 40-NE| Replica Mini Husker Helmet | 24.9) | eae | ore ay 


$275.01 And Up (ees) —————EE—EEeE—EE 
Daytime Ph ’ : 


+ Stak Tp 


1 shipping to WI address i odd on addtional $17.50 Enclose your personal check or money arder made payable to Collegiate Sports 
Ad 5.6% ox to subtotal toy ing a for 2day service, add Collects. Please do not send cash. For creditcard order, complete the 
Shipping ‘n addtional $8.00. information below: 
Plus, Rush Shipping Mail his order form to: CVISA (MasterCard © American Express i Discover 
(i applicable Collegiate Sports Collectibles 


TOTAL PO Box 542 ; 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0542 Agent z phate 


Allow 4 weeks for dalvery. 


Signature « 


